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5 bodies found after Nile ship runs aground 

CAIRO (AFP) — The bodies of five people trappy in 
s cruise ship that ran aground in the Nile in souihem 
Egypt have been recovered but another 15 people are 
sdli missing, police said Friday. Rescuers are comin- 
inng to uy to break open the bull to gain access to the 
snnken ship and free the other victims, police said, 
adding that the five bodies have yet to be identified. 
jifiiBe Czech and five Slovak tourists and six Egyptian 
citf9f members went missing after the sinking on 
tliursday evening near the town of Edfu, about 800 
Idlometres south of Cairo. Another 65 people were 
subtly injured, mostly when they leapt off the ship, 
police said. The boat, the Princess Jihan, which was 
on a cruise between Luxor and Aswan — the two 

main tourist destinations in southern Egypt ntn 

agrwnd in gale-force winds which had whipped up 
the Nile waters into swirling currents, police said. 
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U.N. agrees on force for Zaire 

UNITED NATIONS ^AFP) — The U.N. Security 
Council prepared Friday to approve the deployment 
of a Canadian-led mulrination^ force for east Zaire os 
hundreds of thousands of refugees poured out of the 
region into Rwanda. The imervendon force, com- 
prised of between 10,000 to 12,000 troops, was to 
help deliver food and medicine to starving refugees 
and assist them as they attempt to return to their 
homes, according to a draft resolution. *'We‘ve Just 
agreed the resoludon authorising the creation and the 
deployment of the multinational force for Zaire and 
we shall adopt iL." British Ambassador John Weston 
told reporters following a council meeting. He said 
the resoludon would be approved at a formal session 
of the council late Fridav. 
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King congratulates 
Syrian president 

AMMAN O^RA) — His 
:ral rf‘,-r Majesty King Hussein on 

r.rv. ITjurs^y sent a cable to 
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Syrim President Hafez 
congratulating him 
in tib own name and on 
behalf of the Jordanian peo- 
ple and government on the 
annlversaiy of the correc- 
tive movemenL King Hus- 
sein wished President 
Assad continued good 
health and happiness and 
the Syrian people further 
progress and prosperity. 
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Mubarak visits UAE 
president 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
^ypdan President Hosni 
Mubarak met here Friday 
with his United Arab li- 
totes (UAE) counterpart. 
Sheikh ZayedBen Sultan 
Al Nabayan, the official 
news agency WAM report- 
ed. Mr. Mubarak came to 
Icongratulate Sheikh Zay- 
ed for his recovery'* aft^ 
surgery, WAM added. They 
d^scuss^ ties bet-ween 
Aeir countries and the sit- 
uation in the region. Sheikh 
Zayed, 79, returaed to Abu 
Dl^i on Wednesday to a 
^pn w- hero’s welcome after a 
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Libya sanctions 
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UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil left intact Friday sanc- 
dcHis on Libya for its failure 
b cooperate in die iavesti- 
'/ ^don of two -aifiseJcs on air- 
liners, Westera diplomats 
said Libya had been under 
UJif. sanctions for four 
years, including a resolu- 
tion diat imposes an air 
embaigo and an arms embar- 
go against the country. 
Diplomats said no action was 


tdeen to modify the sanctions 
dmng Friday's review by 
the Seenrity Council, which 
lakes place every 120 days. 

Life terms sought in 
Kurd murder case 
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I BERLIN (R) — German 
S prosecutors demanded life 
' sentences on Friday for the 
two main defendants tried for 
ibe murder of four Kurdish 
dissidents which Justice 
audiorities said was ordered 
by Iran. Federal prosecutor 
Bruno Jost said Iranian 
Kazem Darabi and Abbas 
Rbayel from Lebanon should 
be foond guilty on four 
coimts of miuder and one of 
aoempted murder. He also 
demanded 11 years for 
Ldjaaese Yous^ Amin 
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. accused of staziding on watch 
had Mule die dissidents were 

gunned down in the 
Mykonos restaurant in Berlin 
ia 1992 (see related story on 
page 12). 


201112^ 

.he t 


m 




Libyan ravoy 
arrives in Morocco 
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Rabat (R)— UbyanSec- 
eniee. retaiy of Unity Affairs Jomaa 

AlFezzani arrived to Moroc- 
co from Algeria where he 
had criticised the rapid inter- 
's veation force set up last 
veek by four European 
countries. * The Moroccan 
Baws agency MAP said on 
I^iday that Mr. Fezzani 
^ved late rni Thursday. It 
ilDMed him as saying on 
^ aoival diat he earned a mes- 
i-iN ^ Libyan leader 

Moaimn^ Qadbafi to King 
i-'h . j.,rfii' . f R*ssan on issues of common 
i ,il uileiest to tbe Arab Maghreb 

Iff ! , T^’ and the Mediter- 

;[Oi.'kiMr. j 1 '!^ ^i^oean. Mr. Fezzani has also 
' ’®»ted 1 ) 1111818 , another 
i ol’f j#' . J*®her of the Arab 
,[ii * Maghreb Union. Before 
F*" ®wing. Algerian President 
Zeroual for whom 
i [hf •''*!, ^ canied a letter from 
V.>'^ Ciflonel Qadh^ 
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^ told the Algerian news 
li< agei^. APS that the iiuer- 
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U.S. gives non-NATO 
ally status to Jordan 

Kingdom to have ‘priority consideration ’ 
for military aid and equipment from U.S. 


By a Jordan Times 
Stair Reporter with 
agency dispatches 

AMMAN — U.S. President 
Bill Clinton has named Jor- 
dan a major non-North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) ally of the 
United States, entitling the 
Kingdom to **priority con- 
sideration" for military aid 
and equipment. 

“Effective Nov. 13. 1996, 
Che president designated 
Jordan a major non-NATO 
ally of the United States, 
pursuant to Action 517 of 
the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961," Stale Departa- 
ment Deputy spokesman 
Clyn Davies told reporters. 

He said the new status 
“makes Jordan eligible for 
priority consideration for 
the transfer of excess 
defence articles, the use of 
already appropriated mili- 
tary assistance funds for 
procurement through com- 
mercial leases, the stockpil- 
ing of U.S. military' materi- 


ul and the purchase of 
depleted uranium muni- 
tions." 

The spokesman said he 
did not beiieve the designa- 
tion carried with it any new 
or expanded U.S. commit- 
ment to come to Jordan's 
defence in a time of crisis. 

A press release by the 
United States Informarion 
Service said the status, 
effective since Nov. 13, 
also facilitates biluteml mil- 
itary training, research and 
stockpiling agr^mentsand 
permits Jordanian compa- 
nies to bid on certain U.S. 
Department of Defence 
contracts. 

A non-NATO ally status 
will also allow for the posi- 
tioning of American mili- 
tary equipment in the coun- 
try. “'The designation of 
Jordan recognises its con- 
tinued support for peace, 
and underscores its strong 
and growing relationship 
between Jordan and the 
United States," the press 
release said. 


A government official 
welcomed Mr. Clinton's 
decision, pointing to the 
benefits the designation 
will have for Jordan in 
terms of access to military 
equipment and research. 
But the official stressed that 
Jordan and the United Sates 
have not discussed the 
fiositioning of U.S. 
weapons in the country. 

The special status was 
warranted because of Jor- 
dan's place in the Middle 
East and U.S.-led peace- 
making there, spokesman 
Davis said. 

“This designation reflects 
that Jordan plays a key role 
in an area of strategic inter- 
est to the United States 
(and) that Jordan has joined 
Egypt and Israel as a full 
partner in the effort to bring 
peace to the Middle East" 
Mr. Davies said. 

Ocher countries that have 
also been granted this status 
are Austr^ia, Egypt Israel, 
Japan and Republic of 
Korea. 


MENA meeting calls on Israel 
to implement signed agreements 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
third Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic conference closed 
here Thursday with a call 
for Israel to implement 
signed accords and dele- 
gates hailing the triumph of 
business over politics. 

A final statement from the 
three-day forum “under- 
lined the utmost impor- 
tance of the fiuthful and 
expeditious implemenca- 
lion of those agreements 
by all parties in particular 
on the Israeli-Palestinian 
track.” 

The document, approved 
by all 76 countries taking 
part including Israel, also 
‘Reiterated that removing 
restrictive measures and 
closures will prevent the 
decline of, and contribute 
positively to the perfor- 
mance of the Palestinian 
economy, as well as the 
atmosphere surrounding the 
peace process," (see full 
text on page 3). 

Hard-nosed private sector 
business deals replace tbe 
grandiose peace projects of 
previous forums in Anunan 
last year and Casablanca. 

Amman wos dominated 
by vast infrastructure pro- 
jects such as the linking of 
electricity networks, a 


tourism resort streichlng 
from Egypt to Israel and a 
road of “peace” Unking 
Egypt and Turkey. 

In addition a Middle East 
Development Bank 

(MEBD) and tourism and 
commerce panels were set 
up to stimulate economic 
cooperation across the 
region. 

‘The projects put forward 
in Cairo are immediately 
realisable and are the first 
steps towards the fulfilment 
of the large regional pro- 
jects,” said Transport Min- 
ister Nasser Lawzi. 

“The point about this con- 
ference is that it was not a 
(political) summit like 
Amman but an economic 
conference.” he added. 

Symbolically, an overland 
gas “peace" pipeline put 
forward by Italian compa- 
ny ENl in Amman was 
shelved — replaced by 
plans for an undersea 
pipeline linking Egypt and 
Tuikey. 

Egy'pt also si^ed a 
potentially multi-billion 
dollar agreement with 
Turkey on Wednesday to 
supply liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) by tanker — by- 
passing the troubled region 
around Israel. 

In addition to the gas 


deal, a host of private sector 
deals were struck at the 
conference on Wednesday 
— again with Egypt, 
praised for its sweeping 
economic reforms, winning 
the lion’s share. 

Despite continued scepti- 
cism from Gulf Arab states, 
the United States pledged 
at the forum that the Middle 
East Development Bank 
would be up and running in 
1997. 

Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa said the 
Cairo meeting had “rede- 
fined ±e nature of regional 
cooperation" by creating a 
new level of inter-arab eco- 
nomic and Arab-West 
cooperation. 

Israeli Transport Minister 
Liraor Livnat told AFP that 
tbe 100-strong Israeli dele- 
gation had found the forum 
“positive” and asserted 
t^t business had triumphed 
over poUtics. 

Those Palestinian busi- 
nessmen who ignored a 
boycott call to protest 
Israel's closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip also 
voiced confidence of con- 
tracts to come from their 
contacts in Cairo. 

The next economic con- 

(Continued on page 7) 


King donates JD 120,000 to buy carpet for Al Aqsa 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday 
donated JD 120,000 to purchase a hi^-qualit>' carpet 
to be placed at the Al Aqsa Mosque before the start of 
the Holy Month of Ramadan Jan.l0. 

The King's contribution was announced one day 
after he marked his 6lst birthday (See related story on 
page 3). 

Announcing Che contribution. Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Mamdouh Abbadi said that the King 
on many occasions had made such personal donations 
to the Al Aqsa Mosque and other holy sites in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Abbadi said tbe Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs was arrai^ng to have the carpet bou^t ftx>m 


Thrkey and would send it to Jerusalem to have it 
installed under its supervision. King Hussein mean- 
while thanked the Jordanian people for their affection 
and warm feelings towards him on his birthday." 

The King, speaking briefly by telephone on Jordan 
Television's weekly “Sixty Minutes," said: 

“ 1 wish to send through this programme my thanks 
to every Jordanian, and 1 ask God to help me and the 
Jordanian people to reach our aspired goals." 

In a telephone call with Radio Jordan on Thursday, 
the King voiced bis pride in the Jordanian people and 
said he.woold continue to serve their interests and the 
interest of ftiture generations throughout his life. 



An armed Israeli riot policewoman with a protective vest questions a Palestinian man Friday In the old dty market area of 
Hebron during an alert after a vrarning was sounded that either shots were fired or a petrol bomb had been thrown near a Jew- 
ish enclave, ft turned out that a bottle was thrown near one of the Jewish enclaves (Reuters photo) 

Hebron negotiations have 
made no progress — Arafat 

Settlers intensify campaign against redeployment 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli and Palestin- 
ian negotiators on Friday 
ended their sixth week of 
talks on the fate of the West 
Bank town of Hebron with- 
out clinching a deal. 

In a last effort to prevent 
an Israeli troop pullback in 
Hebron, Jewish settlers 
protested outside Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's office and 
said they felt betrayed by 
the hardline leader ±ey 
helped bring to power. 

In Hebron, settlers plant- 
ed trees and saplings out- 
side the Beit H^assah 
compound to show they are 
determined to remain in the 
volatile city of 120.000 
Palestinians and 450 Jews. 

A loud noise, originally 


beUeved to be a shot, sent 
Israeli troops witb helmets 
and raised assault rifles 
running through the alleys 
of the Old City. It later 
turned out that an acid- 
filled bottle had been 
thrown at an army post No 
one was hurt 

The soldiers' response 
illustrated tbe tensions in 
the city as it awaited word 
-whether Israel would go 
ahead with the troop rede- 
ployment 

“Unfortunately there is 
still no progress," Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
told reporters before inau- 
gurating a housing project 
in self-ruled Gaza. 

Mr. Arafat said he hoped 
a deal clearing the way for 
Israel to transfer most of 


Hebron to Paiestinian con- 
trol would soon be clinched 
but that big differences 
remained. 

Negotiators failed in 

overnight talks to break an 
impasse over Israel's 
demand its troops be 
allowed to enter Palestinian 
areas in Hebron in “hot pur- 
suit" of suspected guerril- 
las. 

' “The Israelis' insistence 
to have the right to reenter 
areas handed over to the 
Palestinians led to disagree- 
ments," negotiator Major 
Genera] Abdel Razak Al 
Yahya told Reuters. 

Mr. Netanyahu wants to 
alter the Hebron accord 
signed by the dovish gov- 
ernment he ousted last May. 

Palestinians reject any 


modifications to the signed 
deal. 

“The Arab view of bar- 
gaining with Israel... is col- 
lective bargaining. We bar- 
gain and they collect. That 
is no longer the principle.” 
Mr. Netanyahu told Ameri- 
can Jewish ftindraisers in 
Seattle by satellite from 
Israel on Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu on 
Wednesday cancelled a 
U.S. trip to meet the 
fundraisers in hopes of 
clinching a Hebron deal. 

Israeli government 
spokesman Moshe Fogel 
acknowledged talks 

remained snagged; ‘There 
is no change." The sides 
were due to return to the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Cairo conference shrouded by uncertainties of peace process 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Egyptians 
have basked in the gloiy of 
hosting a major regional 
conference that showcased 
their country and said Arabs 
would not do business with 
an Israel that keeps the 
Palestinians under siege. 

Jordan said there cannot 
be business without peace 
but it came off with a 
boosted economic profile in 
the world map frofii 
Middle East and North 
Afri<a (MENA) economic 
summit which ended in 
Cairo Thursday (see story 
on page 3). 

Palestinians assailed 
Israel for blocking the ec^ 
nomic development of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and sought Arab ami 
international support for 
their grievances against 


Israel. 

Israelis, finding them- 
selves on the receiving end 
of strong criticism, put up a 
brave face and rejected sug- 
gestions that they were iso- 
lated. Business tomorrow if 
not today, they said, but 
some of them blamed their 
own government for their 
problems at the conference. 

The Americans found 
themselves on the dock 
along with Lsrael for the 
hardUne policies of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu but argued that 
the problems snagging the 
peace process were tempo- 
rary. 

the wealthy Gulf Arabs 
looked around but had little 
interaction with Israelis in 
an obvious message to tbe 
Jewish state that if it want- 
ed a chunk of Gulf busi- 
ness it should respect its 
commitments to the Pales- 


tinians and make peace 
with Syria and Lebanon. 

Cau^t in between the 
political undercuirents of 
the Middle East were par- 
ticipants from non-Arab 
countries obviously at a 
loss over what directions to 
take. 

These about all sum up 
what transpired at the third 
MENA conference. 

As far as Eg}^t was con- 
cerned, said its Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, the 
conference was a great suc- 
cess. The significance of 
the conference, he said, had 
three dimensions: putting 
Arab-Anib economic coop- 
eration in the “right" per- 
spective, increasing Arab- 
Asian economic coopera- 
tion and bringing in more 
.Africans into interaction 
with the Arab World. 

On the business front. 
Egypt's public and private 


sectors were involved in 
deals worth at least $10 bU- 
lion which were signed on 
the periphery of the confer- 
' ence, said Mr. Musa with- 
out providing details. One 
of the major deals made 
public was a $2 billion gas 
deal between Egypt and 
Turkey and the signing of a 
memorandum of under- 
standing between Cairo and 
Turkey. 

Outspoken Musa did not 
mince his words when it 
came to dealing with the 
political dimension of the 
peace recess. 

‘Tsraei is not simply the- 
centre of anraction” in the 
region, Mr. Musa told a 
press conference shortly 
before the official closing 
of the conference. The 
meeting, he said, corrected 
the “misconception" 
formed at the Casablanca 
MENA conference in 1994 


that any deal tirat does not 
involve Israel is not region- 
al cooperation. 

“The Arabs cannot do 
business with an Israel that 
keeps the Palestinians 
under siege." be declared. 
Israel should not only lift 
the immediate closure of 
the West Bonk and Gaza 
Strip but also firmly under- 
take to translate its words 
into deeds that it remains 
committed to the accords 
signed with the Palestini- 
ans. 

However, that did not 
mean that Egypt isolated 
the Israelis attending the 
summit with a nearly 150- 
strong delegation that 
included five cabinet mem- 
bers. he said. 

"Israel attended the meet- 
ing like any other pa.mci- 
pating country; nothing 
less, nothing more." Mr. 
Musa said on the sidelines 


of the conference. 

Tbe Palestinians had a 
strong case. They told the 
meeting how tbe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip could pros- 
per economically when the 
Palestinians living there are 
denied the freedom of 
movement. 

The Palestinians are los- 
ing $7 million a day as a 
result of the Israeli block- 
ade of the territories, said 
Nabil Shaath, minister of 
planning and international 
cooperation in the Paitsiin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA). 

“We are ready to do busi- 
ness and we ore committed 
to a free market economy 
where private sector enter- 
prise is not only encouraged 
blit supported stronely,"^he 
said. 

But. he added, "how can 
we do business when we 
remain prisoner?” 


“The Palestinians are 
saved from starvation only 
because their family mem- 
bers outside are sending 
them money." he said. "So 
what business and econom- 
ic development are we tak- 
ing about?" 

Mr. Shaath called for 
Arab action to help tbe 
Palestinians and suggested 
that the 1996 June Arab 
summit resolutions could 
be the nucleus of collective 
Arab pressure on Israel. 
The summit resolutions 
warned Israel that Arab 
relations with the Jewish 
state could suffer badly if it 
did not honour its commit- 
ments to the Palestinians. 

“The Arabs ended the 
boycon of Israel, which in 
turn is now boycotting die 
Palestinians," said Dr. 
Shaath. ‘The Arabs lifted 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Militants wage terror 
campaign in Algeria 
before referendum 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Extremists have stepped up 
their terror campaigD in 
Aigeria slaughtering 118 
men, women and children 
this month ahead of a con- 
troversial constitutional 
refereudum boosting presi- 
dential powers. 

As the date for the Nov. 
IS referendum nears, the 
extremi.sts have multiplied 
the killings, attacking vil- 
lages and slitting the 
throats of residents who 
they say have failed to 
car^y out their religious 
duties. 

The press reported that a 
piece of cardboard bearing 
the words “Armed Islamic 
Group: The fate reserved 
for those who do not pray,” 
and “Armed Islamic 
Group: Blood and destruc- 
tion” was found under one 
of the bodies. 

The Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) is the most 
radical of Algeria’s funda- 
mentalist parties which 
have been battling the gov- 
ernment for almost five 
years. 

Algerian security forces 
and newspapers reported 
Thursday that the death toll 
was climbing with 42 peo- 
ple killed within 48 hours 
in various ambush attacks 
usually at night 

One attack took place 
near the town of 
Berrouaghia. south of 
Algiers, and left II mem- 
bers of the same family 
dead — six women and 
five men. 

Another couple was kid- 
napped from their home 
overnight Tuesday and 
their bodies dumped sever- 
al kilometres away. 

Eariy Wednesday. 1 2 peo- 
ple. including four women 
and three children, had 
their throats slit in a village 
in northern Algeria in an 
apparent reprisal for their 


opposition to Islamic fun- 
d^entalists. 

At least 118 civili^s 
have been killed in Algeria 
this month in the run-up to 
the referendum, which if 
passed will greatly increase 
the powers of President 
Liamine Zeroual. 

The referendum has been 
denounced by the opposi- 
tion and militants who 
have been battling the gov- 
ernment in a bid to set up 
an Islamic republic. 

The precise motives for 
the attacks remain unclear, 
but many seem to be 
revenge operations on 
civilians and against self- 
defence groups. 

Several thousand such 
groups have been set up 
and armed with hunting 
rifles, old machine guns 
and even Kalashnikovs 
supplied by the army, with 
the encouragement of the 
Algerian authorities, to 
ward off attacks by extrem- 
ists. 

The fundamentalists rose 
up in January 1992 after the 
army intervened to cancel 
elections that the now- 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS') was poised to 
win. The ensuing violence 
has left tens of thousands 
of people dead. 

Authorities haye been 
insisting for a year that they 
are now facing only “resid- 
ual teiTorism.” 

Algerian Prime Minister 
• Ahmad Ouyahia, cam- 
paigning in the eastern, 
town of Constantine to gal- 
vanise votes for the upcom- 
ing referendum said the 
'^terrorism has been defeat- 
ed.” 

But part of the opposition 
disputes the government's 
claims, saying that in fact 
the security situation is 
worsening and will deteri- 
orate fiirdier witfi the hold- 
ing of the referendum. 






Islamabad drops high-profile 
role in Afghan mediation bid 


ISRAELI ALERTS An armed Israeli policewoman (centre) is on alert with male colleagues Friday as a Palestin- 
ian shopkeeper leaves his shop in (he old city of Hebron after an alert went out that either shots had been fired 
or a petrol tmmb had been thrown near one of the Jewbh enclaves . It turned out that a bottle was thrown near 
one of the Jewish enclaves in the centre of the chy (Rraters photo) 


Egypt to ioin 
U.N. force 
for Zaire 


CAIRO IR) — Egyptian 
troops wUI join the U.N. 
force expected to go to 
eastern Zaire. Egyptian 
government newspapers 
said on Friday, quoting a 
diplomatic source. 

Egypt is contacting other 
African countries and the 
secretariat of the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity on a 
joint African position on 
the Zaire conflict the 
source added. 

The newspapers gave no 
details of the Egyptian 
forces- 

The U.N. Security Council 
was expected later on Fri- 
day to authorise the U.N. 
mission for a maximum of 
four months. 


Iran warns of retaliation against 
Germany over murder charges 


Greek Cypnots dendMcse breakaway state 

•:i.i . . ■ lit iu 


TEHRAN <AFP) — Iran on 
Friday threatened to retaliate 
against Germany for impli- 
cating its leaders in the 1992 
murder of four Iranian Kur- 
di.sh opposition leaders in a 
Berlin restaurant. 

Chief Justice Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi said that 
Bonn was also to blame for 
the charges levelled against 
Iran's spiritual and poliiical 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei by German prose- 
cutors. 

“We have repeatedly asked 
German statesmen not to mix 
politics with the judicial 
process ... as they would be 
sacrificing their country’s 
interests," he told a crowd at 
the weekly Muslim prayers at 
Tehran University. 

German federal prosecutor 
Ronald Georg said Tuesday 
that Ayatollah KJiamenei and 


Mr. Yazdi said his offices 
were completing a “hefty 
file” fM* legal proceediags 
against Germany for supply- 
ing Iraq with chemical 
weapons during its 1980- 
1988 war against Iran. 

He said “many" families of 
soldiers killed or wounded 
from chemical attacks during 
the war had pressed charges 
against Bonn on ’The well- 
documented basis that it was 
directly responsible.” The 
judge also charged that Ger- 
many had helped to improve 
the range of Scud missiles 
Iraq had fired at the Iranian 
capital Tehran towards the 
end of the confiicL 

•‘We have not foigotten 
these, the files still exist, but 
we were not willing to expose 
tl^m. Now unfortunately the 
German government has 
started to cooperate” in impli- 


NICOSIA tAP) — Thousands 
of Greek Cypriot students 
marked the 13ih anniversary 
of the estsdilishmeut of the 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
state with protests Friday. 

Riot police blocked roads 
leading to the Turkish-occu- 
pied sector of this divided cap- 
ital to prevent clashes with 
Turkish Cypriots celebrating 
the event. 

Many of the students 
comped overnight near the 
only checkpoint linking the 
two sectors, singing songs 
supporting the reunification of 
the island. 

Turki.sh Cypriots marked the 
anniversary with a military 
parade attended by dignitaries 
visiting from Turkey. 

The island has been unoffi- 
cially partitioned since 1974, 
when Turkey invaded and 
seized its northern third. 


ostensibly to protect the 1 8 per 
cent Turkish Cypriot minority 
after an abortive coup by sup- 
poners of union wth Greece. 
The breakaway state, estab- 
.lished in the north on Nov. IS. 
1983. is only recognised by 
Turkey. 

The anniversary coincided 
with a visit to the island by a 
senior US. State Department 
official, Carey Cavanaugh, 
who is renewing talks on 
reunifying the island. 

Mr. Cavanaugh held sepa- 
rate meetings Thursday with 
Greek Cypriot President Glaf- 
cos derides and Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash, 
and continued talks with other 
leaders and representatives of 
refugee groups Friday. 

”We looked at efforts titai 
could help a comprehensive 
setUement,” Mr. Cavanaugh 
said. The demilitarisation of 
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the island and the use of a 
multinational force to main- 
tain security afierward also 
were discussed, he said. 

Mr. Cavanaugh noted that 
tension hod increased recently 
after Turkish uoops killed 
three Greek Cypriots in the 
U.N. buffer zone splitting the 
island, and the unsolved 
shooting death of a Turkish 
soldier. 

Delegations representing the 
200.000 Greek Cypriots 
expelled from the north after 
the invasion demanded disso- 
lution of the Turkish state in 
appeals delivered to the 
embassies of the five perma- 
nent members of the U.N. 
Security Council. "ntey 
demanded the withdrawal of 
the estimated 35.000 Turkish 
troops and SO.OCH) settlers 
intr^uced to the north since 
1974. 


Iranian , AH Tehran in th<). killings, 

■ Hashemi -Rafsanjani , had IwsaicL • 


approved the killings in their 
capacity as members of a 
“comminee for special 
affairs.” Intelligence Minister 
Ali Fallahian was also said to 
be a member and is sought by 
German Justice for allegedly 
having personally ordered the 
killings. 

As a retaliatory measure. 


The Ayatollah' fiMj'j'made 
similar threats againsr' Ger- 
many since the start of the 
cria) of an Iranian and four 
Lebanese for the September 
17, 1992. kilUngs. 

The Iranian Foreign Min- 
istry for its part summoned on 
Thursday German Ambas- 
sador Horst Baechmann and 


told him Iran “will by no 
means tolerate such insults” 
against its leaders. Tt is obvi- 
ous that such baseless and 
hostile allegations wilt leave 
an undesirable impact on 
bilateral relations, and Bonn 
is responsible.” Deputy For- 
eign Minister Morteza Sar- 
rhadi told the German diplo- 
mat. 

“German judicial authori- 
ties under Zionist influence 
have entered a dirty political 
game with the Islamic repub- 
lic by politicising the judicial 
process.” Mr. Sarmadi cha- 
rged. 

Prosecutors meanwhile 
sought life sentences for two 
men charged with the 1992 
murder. 

Bruno Jost, one of the pros- 
ecutors. requested a life term 
againsrt Kassem Danibi. an 
Ir^ian -suspected of working 
fop'his -country’s secret ser- 
..vipei and^ihe. alleged master- 
mind of the anack. Mr. Jost 
also a life sentence for Abbas 
Rhayel. one of four Lebanese 
co-defendants. Rhayel is the 
accused trigger man in the 
shooting at a Berlin restau- 
rant.The prosecutors' request 
was to be followed later in the 
day by defence arguments. A 
verdict Is expected in January. 


Stiffer terai sought for Rabin assassin 


TEL AVrV ( AP) — The srale 
prosecutor has appealed to the 
supreme court to stiffen the 
sentences of Yitzhak Rabin's 
assassin and his brother, con- 
victed for conspiracy to the 
murder. Israel Radio said Fri- 
day. "Itlgal Amir. 26 was con- 
victed of murder and sen- 
tenced to life in prisort for the 
Nov. 4. 1993 assassination of 
Israel'.s prime minister. 

In a second trial Amir, a 


ftiend Dror Adani and Amir's 
brother Hagai were convicted 
of conspiring to the murder. 
And planning attacks against 
Ambs, Ylgal was sentenced to 
an additional five years and 
Hagai (o 1 2 years for planning 
attacks gainst Arabs and an 
additioftal charge of conspir- 
ing to lull the premier. 

State prosecutor Edna Arbel 
said die sentences handed 
down in a Tel Aviv court were 


not stiff enough considering 
the ’'gravity of the crimes,” 
Israel radio reported. No com- 
ment from the justice muiisiry 
was immediately available. 

On Tuesday Vigal Amir 
petitioned the court to overturn 
his conviction of conspiring to 
attack Palestinians. Amir has 
said he shot Rabin because he 
opposed the late prime minis- 
ter's land-for-peace policies 
with the Palestinians. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan's caret^er gov- 
ernment has dropped the 
high profile role played in 
Afghanistan by the govern- 
ment of ousted Premier 
Benazir Bhutto, a report 
here said Friday. 

The 1 1-day-old govern- 
ment has no intention of 
resuming the shuttle diplo- 
macy to mediate a ceasefire 
between the Taleban militia 
and the forces of 
Afghanistan's ousted Presi- 
dent Buihanuddin Rabbani, 
the News, a local daily, 
said. 

The government of inter- 
im Premier Malik Meraj 
Khalid has “no immediate 
plan to send an emissary to 
.Afghanistan” for talks with 
warring factions or invite 
rival i'^ghan leaders for an 
intra-Afghan dialogue, it 
said. 

The former govemment's 
Interior Minister Naseerul- 
lah Babar undertook 
repeated trips to the Tale- 
ban headquarters in south- 
western Afghanistan's Kan- 


dahar city and the ex-gov- 
ernment's key ally .Ahdul\ 
Rashid Dostum's bai^e in 
northern Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Mr. Babar’s efforts to 
secure a cea.sefire stumbled 
on Rabbani's main com- 
mander Ahmad Shah 
Masood's insistence on the 
demilitarisation of Kabul, 
which the Taleban seized 
from his forces on Sept. 27. 

The newspaper .said the 
caretaker government pre- 
ferred to wait for results of 
peace efforts by the U.N. 
Special envoy to 
Afghanistan Norbert Holl. 

Mr. Holl. trying to bring 
the warring factions to the 
negotiating table, last week 
hefd talks with the Tale- 
ban’s acting Foreign Minis- 
ter Mull^ Muhammad 
Ghaus and General Dos- 
tum's representative 
Mohammad ' Painda in 
Islamabad. He later told 
reporters that the Taleban 
appeared willing to pull' 
their troops and heavy 
weapons out of Kabul once 
a ceasefire wa.s signed. 


Studies find no unusual 
serious illnesses among 
U.S. Gulf war soldiers 


BOSTON (AP) — Two 
huge government smdies of 
more than one million veter- 
ans have turned up no evi- 
dence that men and women 
who served in the Gulf war 
face any increased risk of 
serious illnesses or death. 

“This is reassuring to vet- 
erans of the Gulf war." said 
Gregory C. Gray, who direct- 
ed one of the studies. 

At the same time, members 
of a presidential panel inves- 
tigating a host of ailments 
reported among veterans of 
the Gulf war said stress is the 
most likely source of the ill- 
nesses. 

The panel *vanLs the Penta- 
gon and other goveroment 
agencies to continue examin- 
ing the possibility thot sol- 
diers were-exposed to cbem-. 
icol weapons. Bui it heard 
testimony from the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
that an intensive probe has 
ruled out all but one incident 
as being caused by chemical 
exposure during and after the 
1991 U.S.-Iraqi conflict. 

"One of the major findings 
of the committee is that 
stress or the physiological 
effects of stress is likely to be 
a major factor.” said Dr. 
John Baldeschwieler. one of 
the 12 members of the presi- 
dential advisory committee 
on Gulf war soldiers* illness- 
es. 

Gulf war soldiers have 
reported a variety of unex- 
plained illnesses such memo- 
ry loss, fatigue, diarrhoea 
aod msomnia. Some blame 
the ailments, known collec- 
tively as Gulf war syadrome, 
on exposure to Iraqi chemi- 


cal weapons. 

No one. however, has 
proved that these common- 
place ailments ore actually 
more frequent among veter- 
ans. 

The latest research 
attempted to see whether 
those serving during the war 
five years ago ore more like- 
ly to suffer illnesses that lead 
to hospitalisation or death. 
Other studies under way will 
look at whether they are 
unusually plagued by less 
serious health complaints of 
the sort that have been 
labelled Gulf war syndrome. 

The two new reports were 
published in Thursday's 
issue of the new England 
Journal of, Medicine, along 
an editorial by Edward 
'iW. Campion, a JoumuJ edi- 
‘tor. He said the findings arc 
unlikely to end the debate 
about the health conse- 
quences of the Gulf war. 

"Many may disbelieve the 
conclusions of any govern- 
ment-funded study of this 
problem, including the two 
reports in this issue of the 
journal," he wrote. 

In one of the studies. Han 
K. Kang of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs in Wash- 
ington compared the number 
of deaths since the war 
among 695.516 Gulf war 
soldiers and 746.291 otbei' 
soldiers who had been sia- 
. tioned elsewhere. 

'There is no excess of dis- 
ease-related deaths among 
Persian Gulf veterans," Dr. 
Kang said. “That is an 
important finding, in view of' 
all the concern expressed by 
veterans and the public." 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


14.'05 The Adventures of Mick- 

ey and Donald 


15KK) Doc. — 

La France Aux 

Millc Villages 
15:30 

...Fete des Bebes 

16:30 


17:00 


17:01 

Futures 

17:15 Drama 

— Blue Heelers 

in*nn 


10^ 


19:15 Magazine Ziva 

19:35 Comedy 
Wilder 

— Somediing 

20ri)0 

Dnr — 

GorUcas of the Wbrid * 

20:30 


21:10 

.Lois and Oailce 


22ti)0 jsiews in English 

22:25 Children of the Dust (Pt I) 
23:15 leanire film: “Yes Glonno” 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:40. Fajr 

OtitiK). (Sunrise) Duha 

U:20 Dhuhr 

14:15 •A.sr 

16:40. Maghreb 

18.*00 ‘Lsha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary oT Nazareth Church 
Swciljeh.TeL8]0740 
AssemUies of God Church Tel. 
6.32785. • -i ^ 

SL Joseph CTiurcfa Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annnnkation 
Tel. 637440. 


De la Salle Churdi TeL 66I6S6. 
tbrrasancta Churdi Tei. 
622366 

Oiorch of the Annonciatioo 
Tel. 623541 

An^ican Church Tei. 6S2S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

ArmeniaD Orthodox Churdi 
Tei:77526I. 

Sl Ephraim Churdi Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Qiiirch 
Tel. 824328. 

German-spealdiig Evangelical 
CoiigregatltHi Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
6.54932. 

Chnrcfa oi Nazaroie Tel. 
675691. 

The EvangeEcal Local Church 
in Amman Tei. 811295 
EngKdi-speakh^ 

Latin ^dHtiks forish Ibl. 
614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Skies will be partly cloudy with a 
chance for occasipnal scattered 
showers and winds southeastetiy 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be mod^te . 


MinTUax. temp. 

Amman.. 1(V20 


AqatM 17/27 

Deserts 08/22 

Jordan Valley 1 7/27 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 20. Aqaba 28 Humidity 
readings: Amman II percenL 
Aqaba 28.percenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT Dim’ 

AMMAN: 

Dr. FakberBabem j}63412 

Dr. FayezDabbas 759155 

Dr. KhaHAhuMaijoub 779797 
Dn Mazen Nbeli 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairouldi pharmacy 623672 

Al Sslam pfaannacy 636730 ‘ 

\^ub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .,.,637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBlD: 

Dr. Mazen Abu BaUr ...276SS2 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Al Safiuini ...985832 
KhaUfeh pharmacy 9854 i 7 

EMERGENCIES 

I^AKMtiaDl CGDtoei.*LV637n I 
'It^tvil Defence Department 

.661)11 

CjvQ Defence Immediate Rescue 


.630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 62111). 
637777 

Fire Brigade .....617101 

Blood Bank _..77512l 

Highway PoOce 843402 

TriiEDc Police -896390 

Public Securi^ D epartipeni 

6.30321 

Hotel Complaints ..........605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

AVnman Munkqjatity Cmn- 

plaints - -787111 

Tdephoue Infonnatiou (direc- 

tofy asastance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Tdephooe 

Reparis...- -.623101 

Abdah Telephone Rqnirs 

4561101 

Jordan Tdevision -.773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan -7741 1 1 

Water Authority - 680 100 

Jordan EJectridty Authority 

8)5615 

Electric Power Company 

— .636381 


RJ Fl^ht Informatioa OS- 
53200 

JRBID; 

Princess 

Basina 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport C$- 



-,-,i 

53200 

Greek 

CatlKAc 

HOSPITALS 

Ibo Al 

Nafees 

81381302 

AQABA: 



644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity, J. Amn. 

.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malbas, J. Amman .-.-..636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 

-....60707) 

Sunesani Hospital ,-.-.66913) 

Univerdty Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital..667227/9 
Tbe Islamic, Abdaii 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaC .664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhstimen 

-...777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. AshrafSeh 

775111/26 

Anny, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hoqiftal —674155 

TheArab Centre for and 

Special Surgery — - 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 

; (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Dm Sina Ho^rital ....(P9)986732 
Al Modem Ho^ital 

(09)990990 

IRBID; 

Princess Basina Hospital 

-.-.(02)275555 

Greek (2atlKAc Hosftitai 

—-(02)272275 

Ibo Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


Khalidi Maternity, J, Amn 


Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal JonJanian (RT; information 
depanmenl at the Queen Alia 
IniemoiionaJ Airport Tel. 
(08)53300 where it should 
always be verified. InfcmnaDon 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
52325a 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian tRJ) Fl^ts 

08:55 - Damascus (RJ) 

09J0 Aqaba (add) iRJ) 

09^45 - New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 .-£eiiut iRJ) 

10 JO Colombo iRJ) 

14^45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 -Cairo iRJ) 

17:40 London. Beriin (RJ) 

19JS Vienna (RJ) 

20:20 ...........Touiouse'(add) (RJ) 

05:35 - Bangkok (RJ) 

Other flights 

12:40 ..MuscaL Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

18:15 Dubai, Damascus (EKi 

21K)0 Paris, Damascus f AF) 

22:20 Lamaca (CY ) 

22:25 Beirut (ME) 

22J5..._ Cairo (MS) 

23:40 .-Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

23:50 - London (KJ) 

OlriiO -J-ondon, Damascus (BA) 


03^^5 

06:20 


RcHTie (AZ) 

.Tel Aviv aV) 


Royal Wings (RW).FIigbts 

09:20 _...J\qaba (RW 

18*,55 Sharm AJ Sheildi (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJj iil^ts 
06:20 ..-...-.Beirut (RJ) 

07KK) Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:15 .Toulouse (add) (RTj 

llrfW — .Aqaba, I^s(RJ> 

11:05 Vienna iRJ) 

11:30 -.Amsterdani. New York (RJ) 
11:30 -.-.-Brussels, Madrid (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva. London iRJ) 

12:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

20dK) —Bombay (RJ) 

20K15 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20-.30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21KI0 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21K)5 - Lamaca (RJ) 

Other FKghts 

00:15 Damascu.<t. Amsterdam 
(KU 

03K)0 BeinrL Athens (OA) 

07:00 -Beirut (ME) 

13:30 .Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 -.Vienna (OS) 

19:15 J3ubai (EKi 

23:10 Lamaca (CY) 

23:30 .Cairo (MS) 

23:55 .Abu Dhobi. Bahrain (AF) 

00^I0 Amsterdam (KL) 

M:35 Romet/VZ) 

06 JO — - Izrndon (KJ) 

Royal Wtng^ (RW) n^ts 


20:30 — - Aq^fRW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY 

TRAIN 

Dep. Anunan 8KH) ajn. every 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7 JO ajn. every 
Sunday 

Am Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 

Mi^KET PRICES 

UpperAower price ; 

in fils per kg. 

Apple. - 

Ton/coo 

Banana. 

5^A/^en 

Banana (imported). 

82IV650 

Carrot 

7Rn/1«A 



Cucumber (laige) .. 
Cucumber (small) . 
EggpIanL 

17IP120 

...... J0IV200 

180/100 

Garlic .. 

.700/400 

Grapes 


Guava 

500/300 

Lemon ; 

360/isn 

Marrow (lar]^) 

170/100 

Onion (green) 
Onion irirvi 

250/180 

' 160/100 

Olive (green) 

Olive (black) 

-..--500/450 

BOO/400 

Orange 


Pear 

510/400 

Pepper (hot) - .. 

Pepper (sweet) 

300/200 

Pofarn .. 

wiry».^ 

Spinach 

240/100 

Tomato 

340/320 
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Home News 

King expresses appreciation 
for birthday observances 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majw ^ng Hussein 


expressed his appreciation 
^'hich rhe^>'^' ''f. Jordanian people for 
’dm his f compliments sent him to 

The his 6 lst birthday. 

aretaicer'^^'^^Ptr/ In n Thursday evening 

-ired I., telephone call to Radio Jor- 

eace dan, the King stated his 

pedal gratitude to every ciri;»D 

Tahani , Md maintained that he 

Mr H- 

3g \i w ■ fullest without serving his 

eaotiaun" 

2ld *** adequately 

^•r..ki u mL ^mit w ace mvr sratSrii/lA m rU.a 




**I cannot adequately 
express my gratitude to the 
M I'r '^'^1- people for their 

J ^ ^ NlS overwhelming affection 
and allegiance and I 

beseech God to help me 
serve them for the rest of 



j I ^ r^'pp DOC6I.IJ >_iuu lu iicip 

nainniiiii j, serve them for the rest 
' ^mahad. h my life,” the King said 

'hat J 1_ 

speared ua, • 

- ri;?- Slain em' 

’» aftJIkjIAVI /IT*, 'll. 


Prime Minsier Abdul 
Karim Kaborid and the 
counciJ of ministers pre- 


Slain embassy driver laid to rest 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The body of Omar 
Ahmad Ali Suboh, the Jordanian embassy 
driver who was killed by gunmen on hi's 
way to Baghdad, was laid to rest in his 
hometown of Beit Yaffa in Irbid Gover- 
jiorate Thursday. 

The fiineral was attended by Minister of 
Health Aref Baiaineh who represented His 
Majesty King Hussein as well as repre- 
sentatives of HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 

Mr. Suboh's assassins stole his car and 
the diplomatic pouch that he was deliver- 
ing to Baghdad according to Jordanian 
authorities. 


Jordanian embassy officials in Iraq said 
that the pouch contained official mail and 
more than 250 blank passports. 

They said the the diplomatic car makes 
the same Amman-Baghdad trip every two 
weeks to deliver mail. 

Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan Nuri Lweiss 
condemned the attack and blamed the 
incident on the rise in criminal aedvity in 
Iraq as stemming from the UN embargo 
imposed on the country. 

He said Iraqi authorities were invesdgat- 
ins the incident 


Young volunteers to distribute Amman 


gifts to underprivileged 


AMMAN (Petra) ^ — 
Young volunteers will 
distribute 44,000 gifts to 
underprivileged children 
os part of the nadon's cel- 
ebrations of His Majesty 
King Hussein's 61st birth- 
day, Sharifeh Zein Bint 
Nasser announced Friday 
after a meedng with a 
group of volunteers. '■ 
She ' said ia volunteers 


fumed that last year, 
45,000 gifts were distrib- 
uted to underprivileged 
children in the southern 
govemorates of Mafraq, 
Karak, Tafileh, Maan 
and Aqaba. 

Sharifeh Zein stated 
acknowledgement to the 
■‘’Royal Jordanian Air 
Force, the Fourth Royal 


cbintmttfee'jJrepa^ a list *' Armoured Division of 


of names of children to 
receive gifts in the van- 
(HIS govemorates. 

The programme, which 
will be conducted 
through the end of the 
yev, IS being implement- 
ed for the second year 
under the theme “Child- 
to-Child Gifu.” said 
Sharifeh Zein, who con- 


the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, the Queen Alia 
Fund for SocidI Develop- 
ment, the Higher Council 
for Science and Technol- 
ogy and the team respon- 
sible for the special pro- 
gramme for the develop- 
ment of the Jordanian 
badia regions. 




YV^hat’s 
Qoing Qn 

V* . * 

'./i-.;; CONCERT 

/ CdiKeH ^rlEing His M^es^ King Hussem’s 
■biftiktey at the Royal Caltural Centre at 6:00 
(um.- '1.-. ;■ '• • • 

; ; CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

Petformaiice of Christmas carols by the 
Ahliyyah School for Girls’ choir band at the Jor- 
daa-l^er Designs, Jabal Amman, First Circle, 
at 4:00p4n. (TeK 613081). 

■;; 'EXHIBrnONS 

-f Aj^pectS.'froin the modern Jordanian plastic art 
f^sevei^ Jordaxiian artists entitled '‘Message"^ 
'dtAUaArlG^^, Jabai Amman, until Nov. 28.. 
v’BWcs: by M^tmldth Sa’id and Bert Hermens 
:^^ed ^*Viititied: Diary” at Balqa Art Gallery, 
^n^H^tintU Nbv/21. 

V^otd panels and mosaics exhibition by Ger- 
10 ^ ar^ Yona J^oest entitied **Petra — A Cos- 
3o^c^. piaic^ue'’ ^ the Royal Cultural Cen- 
^ nxitil NovA SO. . 

“A! Aqsa Uprisings 




until .Nov. 2^.. 

by artists (from Iraq, Hbl- 

Spain, Grewe, Cura- 
'^rjj-iri dhnedaj- Rns^ and Chile) entitled Hwid 
in Guttural Transmission” at 
R^ Sg^ of Ftae Art, Jabal Weibdeh 

Basma Asfoor entitled 
R^tids” at the French Cultural Cen- 

Abu ^osh at the Institoto 
unta Nov: 16. ^ | 


approves 
JD9.83 m in 
municipal 
projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman Municipal Council 
has approved several pro- 
jects worth a combined total 
of nearly, JD9.83 .million, 
according to a statement-fol- 
lowing If cbundl tnebring on 
Thursday. 

The municipality awarded 
the Civil En^neering Com- 
pany a JD533.45] conu^ct 
to dig a tunnel under the 
Middle East junction in 
southeast Amman to be car- 
ried out in 70 days, accord- 
ing to the statement It said 
tliat it awarded the local ftmi 
Ahmad Abu Aisbeh & Bros, 
a JD 5.697,761 contract to 
erect a municipality office 
building at Ras AJ Ain di.s- 
trict in 400 days. 

The council granted a con- 
tract to A1 Masar Contract- 
ing Company, working in 
conjunction with an Italian 
firm, to dig a tunnel under 
the Wadi Haddadeh district 
forJD3,493,l96. 
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Jordan hails economic results of MENA 


sented the King with a gift 
of gold and silver plaques 
with engraved sayings by 
the late King Abdullah, 
King Hussein's grandfather 
and founder of the King- 
dom. 

The King expressed his 
appreciation for the gift 
presented in the presence of 
the speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Par- 
liament. 

In observance of the 
King's birthday several 
ministries and government 
depanments organised pro- 
cessions in Amman, attend- 
ed by Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Mohammad Thweib and 
other officials. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan 
emerged with a strength- 
ened economic profile to 
the regional and 
intemationtd scene from 
lost week's Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic conference held in 
Cairo and is now looking 
forward to concrete follow- 
up action on both private 
and public sector levels, 
according to Kingdom par- 
ticipants in the gathering. 

ITiey reafTirraed that the 
Kingdom was not expect- 
ing dramatic announce- 
ments of business deals 
from the conference, which 
ended Thursday, but that it 
had achieved the basic goal 
of reaffirming its economic 
course and business poten- 
tial. 

‘‘Egypt made the best out 
of the conference, stem- 
ming from its role as host, 
but Jordan came in as a 
close second,” said Minis- 


ter of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abui Ragheb. 

Central Bank of Jordan 
Governor Ziad Fariz said 
he believed that Jordan had 
“<x)nsoHdated its position 
on the regional economic 
map.” 

'Thai was our main pur- 
pose and we have served 
that purpose very well,” 
added Mr. Fariz. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb, who 
led the Jordanian team to 
the conference, said the 
Kingdom's presentation 
was well received by the 
gathering, both in terms of 
its economic restructuring 
programme and the busi- 
ness poreiuial it offers. 

”lo the ftrsc place, we did 
not come to Cairo expect- 
ing to conclude huge busi- 
ness deals,” Mr. Abul 
Ragheb told the Jordan 
TinKS, a few hours after the 
conference ended Wednes- 
day. “Our str^gy was to 
update the international 
business community on 
what Joidan achieved in the 


one year since it hosted the 
last MENA conference.” 
"We accomplished it very 
well,” he added. 

Basem Awadallah, advi- 
sor at the Prime Ministry 
who presented Jordan’s 
project proposals to the 
conference, noted that con- 
clusion of business deals at 
the meeting itself was illog- 
ical to expect. 

"We presented ourselves 
well, and we can expect to 
see the results in the days 
ahead," he said. 

Klaus Schwab, president 
of the World &onomic 
Forum which organised the 
MENA meeting, agreed. 
‘The Jordanian perfor- 
mance at the conference 
was excellent. They did a 
very good job.” 

A "country lunch*' oftered 
by Jordan was one of the 
best-anended at a hotel near 
the Cairo Interaational 
Conference Centre, and Mr. 
Schwab cited it as a reflec- 
tion of the general consen- 
sus that Jordan presented a 


very convincing picture of 
itself. 

The thrust of the Jordan- 
ian presentation was the 
strength of its econo mi c 

course supported by legis- 
lation aimed at attracting 
foreign capital and facilities 
offered to investments 
under a firm commitment 
to a free market economy. 

‘‘I believe that our 
approach was very realistic, 
and this was well accepted 
by the business communi- 
cy," said Mr. Abul Ragheb. 

•*We not only reaffirmed 
our commitment to eco- 
noiTtic liberalisation but 
also provided vivid exam- 
ples of how we hope to 
achieve it through provid- 
ing ±e right support struc- 
ture, whether in terms of 
economic legislation or in 
facilities as well as business 
opporuniiies that we offer.” 

According to Mr. Abul 
Ragheb, new business con- 
tacts are an expected out- 
come of the conference, 
focusing on the projects 


that the Kingdom presented 
as well as an intensification 
of ongoing discussions 
involving the private sector. 

In political terms, Mr. 
Abul Ragheb reiterated 
what he told a plenary ses- 
sion of the conference. 

"Business and regional 
economic cooperation 
needs a stable political 
environment.'' he said. 
"The slowdowns in the 
peace process are casting 
shadows over prospects for 
regional economic coopera- 
tion, and we are, of course, 
very concerned over the 
resulting political uncer- 
tainities.” 

However. Jordan remains 
hopeful that "the clouds in 
the peace process would be 
removed soon," he said. 
"There is only one way to 
go, and that is a peace 
which encompasses ail 
aspects of the Middle East 
conflicL" 


Full text of Cairo Declaratior 


Following is the ftiU text 
of the Cairo Declaration, 
the final statement 
issued by the Middle 
East and North Africa 
economic conference 
which ended in Cairo on 
Thursday: 

On Nov. 12-14, 1996, 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (M^A) economic 
conference was held in 
Cairo. Egypt under the 
presidency of His Excel- 
lency Hosni Mubarak. The 
conretence, co-sponsored 
by the United States and 
the Russian Federation, 
with the support of Cana- 
da, the European Union 
and Jap^, brought togeth- 
er senibf goveenment and 
privat!^ sector leaders from 
the.^iddlt^ East and Nbrth 
Africa, as well as from 
other parts of the world. 

Conference participams 
thanked President 

Mubarak and the Egyptian 
government for hosting 
mis event and for the 
excellent oegarrisation and 
generous hospitality pro- 
vided. The participants 
expressed their apprecia- 
tion for Egyptian leader- 
ship in the quest for a 
comprehensive. Just and 
lasting peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Participants of the Cairo 
economic conference 
expressed their unwaver- 
ing commitment to the 
achievement of a just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East 


on the basis of the terms 
of reference of the Madrid 
peace conference, estab- 
lished by UN. Security 
Council resolutions 242 
and 338. In this vein, they 
reaffirmed their determi- 
nation to build upon the 
agreements reached 
among die parties and 
underlined die utmost 
imponance of the faidiftii 
and expeditious imple- 
mentation of those agree- 
ments by ail parties in par- 
ticular on the Israeli- 
I^estinlan track. They 
fiirth^ recommitted them- 
selves to broadening 
issues on all the Arab- 
Israeli tracks of the peace 
process. They urged all 


tion, structural reform, 
and removing trade barri- 
ers have provided for a 
more business-friendly 
economic climate 

throughout the region. 

International private 
sector representatives 
were given the opportuni- 
ty to investigate in detail 
the increased economic 
and commercial opportu- 
nities in the region. Indi- 
vidual countries presented 
their investment and 
development pro- 

grammes, and cross-bor- 
der opportunities were 
highlighted as well. Con- 
structive and fruitful dis- 


nomic institutions called 
for by the MENA confer- 
ences previously held at 
Casablanca and Amman 
was reviewed during the 
conference. The signifi- 
cant progress made on 
establishing the Middle 
East-Mediterranean Trav- 
el and Tourism Associa- 
tion in Tunis was wel- 
comed by the participants. 
They underscored the 
importance of the Bank 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa in Cairo and its 
potential contribution to 
the promotion of capital 
flow to the region, to 
building infrastnicture 


Israeli tracks or the peace cussions were held on top- flow to the region, to 
process, iney urged all_ of particular relevance building infrastructure 
■ "'^®spres ip both the cpunirie^of the fprpjecis and to the devel- 

and pohcies wmcb would 'legion •• 'ftfld' ’’4r‘ihe'^ ^opmfeBS tif ’tiie'prWate-Sedr 
help ’bujld cotfidence inieroational business tor in the reeion. The con- 


help build confidence 
between die people of the 
remon. 

The theme for the Cairo 
economic conference was: 
"Building for the future, 
creating an investor 
friendly environment.*' 
The conference provided 
an opirariuniQ[ to encour- 
age imem^onal and 
regional investment in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa. The region's eco- 
nomic, commercial and 
trade potential was high- 
lighted, whidi is being 
greatly enhanced by 
important economic 
reform programmes cur- 
rently being undertaken 
by many states in the 
region. The reforms, 
wcuch include privatisa- 


The Central Bank of Jordan 

Issues Commemorative Coins 
on the UN 50th Anniversary 


On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the United Nations, the Central Bank 
of Jordan wishes to announce the issue of silver and base metal coins. These 
coins will be sold at the Central Bank as from Sunday 17.11.95. Following are 
their specifications:- 

Silvcr coin Baae metal coin 


imeroational business 
communit^r 
The participants stressed 
the crucial importance of 
the development of the 
Palestinian economy. 
They noted with concern 
that the already weak 
Palestinian economy is 
sufTeriug from restrictions 
and closures which binder 
the daily movement of 
Palestinian labour and 
trade. They recognised the 
need of all parties in the 
region to live in peace, 
prospertiy and security, 
the Improvement of which 
will enhance the economic 
viabUity of the region as a 
whole. They reiterated 
that removing restrictive 
measures and closures 
will prevent the decline 
of, and contribute posi- 
tively to, the performance 
of the Palestinian econo- 
my, as well as the political 
atmosphere surrounding 
the p^e process in ics^ 
entirety. ■* 

The status of the eco- 


tor in the region. The con- 
clusion of the drafting of 
the a^eemeni establishing 
the bank was welcomed. 
Countries were encour- 
aged to sign an agreement 
and complete their fund- 
ing and ratification proce- 
dures promptly in order to 
enable the bank to begin 
operations in 1997. Work 
on establishing a regional 
business council was also 
reviewed and the relevant 
parties recommitted them- 
selves to moving this 
important initiative for- 
wanl. 

Ihe executive secretari- 
at of the MENA confer- 
ences in Rabat has contin- 
ued to develop successful- 
ly its programmes and 
activities in fostering pub- 
lic/private paimersmps in 
the region between con- 
ferences. 

The activities of the 
REDWIG Monitoring 
Committee SecrerariaL 
established in Anunan 
pursuant to the .Amman 


declaration, and formally 
inaugurated and institu- 
tionalised in May 1996. 
were reviewed. The activ- 
ities of REDWIG and the 
work of its monitoring 
committee in areas cov- 
ered by the Copenhagen 
Action Plan. i.e. info- 
structure. tourism, trade 
and finance were also 
reviewed. Participants 
expressed their apprecia- 
tion for the work done by 
the commitee. 

Government and private 
participants at the confer- 
ence reaffirmed their com- 
mitment to continue to 
work as partners for peace 
^ and pi^peiity in the D^d- 
i &st\n$Nortb Africa. 
They^ underscored the 
importance'^ bf the eco- 
nomic underpinnings of 
peace. Nevertheless, they 
reaffinned the urgency of 
achieving concrete 
progress in the political 
dimension of the Middle 
East peace process. 

The participants 

expressed their apprecia- 
tion for the unique role 
played by the Wold Eco- 
nomic Forum, whose tire- 
less efforts were critical to 
the success of the confer- 
ence. They also expressed 
their gratitude to the 
Council of Foreign Rela- 
tions in New York, for its 
important contribution to 
a number of conference 
sessions. 

The participants decided 
to meet again in late 1997 
in Doha. Qatar for the 
fourth Middle East and 
North Africa economic 
conference. 


Denomination 

Alloy 

Diameter 

Weight 

Shape 

Edge 

Price 




5 Dinars 

Sterling .925 silver 
38.61 mm 
28.28 gm 
round 
milled 
JD 14.00 


5 Dinars 
Cupio - Nickel 
38.61 mm 
28,28 gm 
round 
milled 
JD 5.00 
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Obverse: * The portrait of His Maje^ King Hussein. 

* The texts (Al-Hussein Bin Talal) and King of The Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan) in Arabic. 

* The text (The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan) in English. 

Reverse: * An ingraving of the Black Iris. 

* The emblem of the UN celebrations. 

* The text (Black Iris: Jordan's national flower). 

(1945-1995) to indicate the 50th anniversary of ^e UN. 

* The denomination written In English. 

The presentation cases of these coins include certificates of authenticity. 


Reverse: 


9.8 % 


BOJ MANAGED MARGIN ACCOUNTS 


WITH AN AVERAGE RETURN OF 9.8%TAX 
FREE, BOJ MANAGED MARGIN ACCOUNTS 
GIVE YOU THE CHANCE TO ENHANCE THE 
RETURNS ON YOUR INVESTMENTS 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE COMPLETE & RETURN TO: 

BANK OF JORDAN 

FOREIGN RELATIONS, TREASURY & INVESTMENT DEPT. 
FAX NO. 616-591 OR CALL 614-541 Miss SHAHIN 


NAME: 

COMPANY:. 

ADDRESS:... 


Past perfonnaoces do not 
guarantee future returns. 


BANK OF JORDAN 
THE PEOPLE’S BANK 


.] 
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India to take remaining 
air crash corpses to Delhi 


CHARKHI DADRI. India 
(R) — Indian authorities 
prepared Friday to fill 
trucks with ice and ferry the 
bodies of about 80 victims 
of the world's worst mid-air 
collision to New Delhi, offi- 
ciais said. 

Dazed relatives continued 
to trickle in to Charkhl Dad- 
ri, a rural town 80 kilome- 
tres west of New Delhi, to 
identify the remaining bod- 
ies of the 349 people killed 
Tuesday evening. 

Scores of relatives trav- 
elled more than 1.000 kilo- 
metres to reach Charkhi 
Dadri's main hospital. 

Bodies, some charred be- 
yond recognition, had been 
kept on melting ice slabs in 
an open courtyard and in 
rooms hastily converted 
into morgues. 

The hospital is near the 
site where the Saudi Arab- 
ian Airlines Boeing 747. 


carrying 312 people, and a 
Kaz^ Ilyusl^ 11-76 trans- 
port with 37 people aboard, 
plummeted to the earth after 
colliding just seven minutes 
ater Che Saudi plane had 
taken off from New Delhi. 

“We are removing all the 
bodies. The relatives and 
family members can identi- 
fy these bodies at Delhi hos- 
pitals." District Police Su- 
perintendent Subash told 
Reuters. 

Four trucks at the Charkhi 
Dadri Hospital compound 
were being loaded with 
melting ice slabs, ready to 
take the remaining 80 vic- 
tims. wrapped in white 
sheets, to India's capital. 

A senior police officer 
earlier described facilities 
for preserving the bodies as 
inadequate, while newspa- 
pers slammed authorities 
for a Jack of coordination. 

“We have asked the direc- 


tor-general of health ser- 
vices to help us preserve the 
bodies because facilities 
here are not adequate." V.B. 
Singh, the police officer, 
told Reuters. 

The Times of India said 5 1 
bodies had been taken to the 
All India Institute of Medi- 
cal Sciences in Delhi Wed- 
nesday oighL 

"More ^an 12 hours after 
their arrival. ±e bodies 
were yet to be embalmed 
and put in coffins. Some of 
them lay in the sun with 
crows hovering oveihead," 
it added. 

The Times also spoke of 
fights for coffins and had a 
front page photograph of 
what appeared to be blood- 
stained makeshift coffins in 
the open air at the C^lhi 
hospital. 

By late Thursday, officials 
said 280 bodies had been 
recovered and 113 bad been 



Bodies of the 67 Muslini victims of the mid-air crash are laid in a grave for mass bur- 
ial outside the northern Indian town of Charkhi Dadri Thursday (Reuter photo) 


taken away by relatives. 
Thursday also saw the mass 
burials or cremations of 76 
Muslims, IS Hindus and 
three Christians. 

Authorities believed 32 
bodies remain in the wreck- 
age of the Saudi Jumbo, 
spread over four square 
Idlometres, and three cranes 
were lifting heavy metal 
sections to rind them. 

All 37 victims on the char- 
tered Kazair plane, which 
was talcing businessmen to 
Delhi to buy goods, have 
been identified. 

A Saudi newspaper said 
the victims on the Saudi air- 
liner included 215 Indians. 
13 Saudis, and three Pa- 
kistanis. 

Authorities have not yet 
released an official passen- 
ger list indicating nationali- 
ties. 

Nepal said there were 53 
Nepdis on board the Jum- 
bo. most of them headed for 
jobs in Saudi Arabia as 
manual laboureis, drivers 
and plumbers. -There were 
three Americans and one 
Briton aboard, officials 
said. 

At Charkhi Dadri, funeral 
rites continued into Thurs- 
day evening as relatives 
wept by the light of hurri- 
cane lanterns. 

Two Muslim clerics said 
prayers as about 30 bodies 
were lowered into one 
grave, and 1$ in the other. 

Nearby. IS Hindus were 
laid on an eight-metre round 
pyre, clariried butter was 
poured over their bodies 
and they were cremated. A 
senior Hindu priest chanted 
hymns in Sanskrit. 

Leaders of the two reli- 
gions met to decide which 
bodies were Muslim and 
which were Hindu. In some 
cases, guesses were made 
because many bodies were 
unidentifiable after the fiery 
• crash. 

' They decided 76 bodies 
would be buried as Mus- 
lims. About 91 Hindus 
would be cremated. Three 
Christians, none identified, 
were buried in a local Chris- 
tian ceraeteiy. 

In Dubai, in the United 
Arab Emirates, a Saudi avi- 
ation official said a Saudi 
Arabian airliner landed in 
New Delhi Thursday to fly 
home the bodies of Saudi 
victims. 

The official said that so 
far the bodies of 11 Saudis 


India extremists kill 14 in police station raid 


HYDERABAD, India (R) 
— Left-wing e.\tremists 
killed 13 policemen and one 
civilian in a pre-dawn raid 
on a police station in the 
southern Indian state of 
•Andhra Pradesh Friday, 
police said. 

About 20 members of the 
outlawed People's War 
Group of Na.Tolites attacked 
the Sirpuru village police 
station with grenades and 
automatic gunfire, state po- 
lice headquarters in Hydera- 


bad, 260 kilometres from 
the scene, told reporters. 

The People's War Group 
is one of many Maoist 
groups considered part of 
the Naxalite movement, 
which started in India in the 
1960s when the main Com- 
munist Party split Na.\alites 
also operate in West Bengal, 
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 
states. 

Police, in an initial report, 
said the extremists broke 
into the police station be- 


fore dawn and fired indis- 
criminately. 

They said 13 police, 
including a sub-inspector, 
were killed on the spot A 
civilian was also kiJl^ and 
five other people seriously 
injured. 

Further police details 
were not immediately avail- 
able. 

.Adilabad. the district 
where the raid occurred, is 
one of the areas worst af- 
fected by e.xtremi$t vio- 


lence. The others in Andhra 
Pradesh are Warangal, Ni- 
zamabad and Karim Nagar. 

The People’s War Group 
has often used home-made 
land mines to attack police 
and government officials. 

The ' group operates 
through the vast Danda- 
karanya region straddling 
four states — Andhra Pra- 
desh, Madhya Pradesh. Ma- 
harashtra and Orissa. 


Indian police go on alert 
after Miss World suicide 

B.ANGALORE (AFPi — Police have gone on maximum 
alen here after a man burnt himself to death in protest 
again.st India's hosting of the Miss World Beauty Contest, 
a top official said Friday. 

City police commissioner Sorat Chandra Bunnan told 
AFP: "We will go on full alert right away.” 

'Two thousand police, including 35 officers with com- 
mando operation experience, have already been deployed 
at the hotel where the 89 pageant contestants are staying.” 

• Com. Burman. who is also waiting for a state court order 
allowing another 14,000 police reinforcemenus. was speak- 
ing after u 24-year-old tailor commited suicide Tburs^y in 
Madurai, a temple town about 450 kilometers south of 
Madras, the Tamil Nadu state capital. 

Suresh Kumar, a member of a Communist youth group, 
poured kerosene over his body and set himse^ on fire at a 
crowded bus station in the southern state of Tamil Nadu, 
reportedly shouting slogans against ±e on-going pageant 
before collapsing. 

Another senior police official, G.K. Bekal. said Friday: 
'There apprehension that the Madurai incident could 
have repercussions.” 

The beauty contest, being held in India for the first time, 
has drawn bitter protests by Hindu and women's groups. 
Some feminists have warned they will bum themselves 
alive outside the venue of the pageant finale on Nov. 23. 

A spokesman for the organisers .said Thursday the beauty 
contest would go on despite the tragedy. 

"1 have no comment to make on this tragedy. Our heart 
reaches out to this person.'' said A.shwini Singla, of organisers 
Amiiabh Bachchan Corporation Ltd. (ABCL). ‘The show is 
on. There is adequate security for the event and the police 
have eveiylhing well under control. We arc not concerned 
about security threats to the contestants or to the event" 


Aung san Suu Kyi set up 
car attack — Burma press 


RANGOON (AFP) — Bur- 
ma's military authorities 
Friday accused Aung San 
Suu Kyi of setting up an 
attack on her motorcade last 
weekend in an attempt to 
discredit Rangoon in the 
eyes of the Intemtuional 
Community. 

"it is clearly a deception 
on the part of the woman 
and her co-conspirators to 
have more western pressure 
on the SLORC." an official 
commentary said in refer- 
ence to Ms. Suu Kyi and 
her National League for 
Democracy (NLD). 

The State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
(SLORC), the official name 
of the ruling junta which 
seized power in 19SS. was 
accused by Ms. Suu Kyi of 
being behind attacks on her 
motorcade by unruly mobs 
last Saturday. 

“It was just a deliberate 
attempt ... to damage the 
political pre.stige of the 
steady and mature govern- 
ment which handles prob- 
lem.*; so pliantly and gently, 
though it happens to be 


called a military govern- 
ment," the English-lan- 
guage New Light of Myan- 
mar said. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said the at- 
tacks. in which NLD Vice 
Chairman Tin Oo was 
slightly injured by broken 
glass, were carried out by 
paid members of a SLORC- 
sponsored mass organiza- 
tion — the Union Solidarity 
Development Association 
(USDA). 

It was the first time the 
official press has referred to 
the incident, which caipe oo 
the heels of a visit tt> 
Rangoon by two European 
MPs and as prominent U.S. 
Senator John McCain was 
in the capital. 

The editorial, which did 
not refer to Ms. Suu Kyi by 
name, said “the woman 
who is a charlatan in poli- 
tics*' had incited crowds of 
"rootless" people to gather 
at various points and give 
the illusion of political 
instability. 



A Hindu relative stands in front of a mass funeral pyre for 15 Hindus after it was set alight outside the northern 
Indian tovni of Charkhi Dadri Thorsday. The dead were among the 349 people killed when a Saudi .Arabian Jumbo 
Jet collided with a Kazakh Ilynshin 11-76 cargo plane in the worid’s worst mid-air disaster late on Nov. 12 (Reuter 
photo) 

Chechens remember warriors of Bamut Belarus 

BAMUT, Russia (AFP) — Chechen sepa- Yandarbiyev said Friday. ICCUlSF* SClCkS 

ratist President Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev “We want absolutely orderly relations 

praised the “heroic" fighters of BarauL who with Russia. But if Russia is going to 4-^-n 

fought some of the fiercest battles of the change what we've agreed on. we will take tOp €l€Cll07l 

war. at a colourful remembrance ceremony measures to ensure the relations we want , * ■ 

Friday in the shattered village. with Russia. We will not be dictated to.” he 

Mr. Yandarbivev. wearing a traditional said. ^JJ *' 


BAMUT, Russia (AFP) — Chechen sepa- 
ratist President Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev 
praised the “heroic" fighters of BamuL who 
fought some of the fiercest battles of the 
war. at a colourful remembrance ceremony 
Friday in the shattered village. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev, wearing a traditional 
Chechen tunic, long dagger and astrakhan 
lambskin hat, told more than 1.000 fighters 
and villagers ±at Bamut was the symbol of 
Chechenya's “holy wai^ against Russia. 

“Chechen resistance fighters wanted to go 
and die in Bamut, because no one had ever 
beard of this small village, and now it was 
famous around the world for its determina- 
tion and heroism," he said. 

Russian forces took 15 months to c^ture 
Bamut, which is nestled in the foothills of 
the Caucasus mountains, southwest of the 
capital Grozny. 

Its fighters, aimed almost exclusively 
with short-range anti-tank and infantry 
weapons, fought off repeated ground at- 
tacks and Russian tanks littered the streets. 

In May the Russians finally moved in 
after artillery and air bombard^nts which 
left nothing standing. - ■ 

Today, the village is one of several in 
Chechenya which lies in total ruins. Despite 
two and a half months of peace, no one has 
come back to rebuild because of fear of 
mines. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev told the crowd: “I found 
it bard to come and speak today because of 
the destruction and the fact I still have no 
concrete promises of help." 

Reconstruction of tens of thousands of 
destroyed homes, as well as hospitals, 
schools and factories, across the republic, 
has become a top issue in peace talks. 

Moscow is oaring to give money for 
immediate social needs, but insists it will 
not pay for reconstruction, arguing that 
Chechenya still wants to become indepen- 
dent 

The Chechens say Moscow owes them 
between 100 and $130 billion for “war 
damages." 

"We have insisted and will insist to the 
end that Russia pays totally for the damages 
caused to the Chechen republic,'* Mr. 


Yandarbiyev said Friday. 

“We want absolutely orderly relations 
with Russia. But if Russia is going to 
change what we've agreed on. we will take 
measures to ensure the relations we want 
with Russia. We will not be dictated to.” he 
said. 

The Chechen interim government said 
that two of its officials hod gone to Moscow 
Friday to pave ±e way for a meeting bet- 
ween Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
and Chechen Interim Premier .Aslan 
Maskbadov. 

A key condition for the premiers' first 
meeting will be an agreement on full with- 
drawal of Russian troops, said Akhmed 
Zakayev, an advisor to Mr. Yandarbiyev. 

However in Moscow there was no official 
confirmation that a Chechen delegation hud 
arrived. 

In Bamut, fighters enjoyed the sunny day 
as they gathered on the former football 
field, helping themselves to meat cooked in 
huge, steaming vats and taking pan in the 
passionate Muslim prayer ritual, the zikr. 

Important commanders, including Shamil 
Basayev, who led the Chechen recapture of 
Grozny in August arrived in convoys o(^>' 
je»s and cars with tinted windows. 

Children scampered over the ruins of the 
village school, waving rebel flags embla- 
zoned with the Chechen wolf symbol and 
playing rocket casings and other debris 
of war. 

“The rest is good. Now I'm filming 
friends as a memento." said Ramazan 
Batayev, a huge 22-year-oid who hod 
swapped his waitime anti-tank launcher for 
a video camera. 

“We're resting now and we like peace. 
But if the Russians don't leave us in peace 
and want to have another go. we're ready." 
another fighter, now in civilian clothes, 
said. 

Despite the festivity, the pain of the war 
was everywhere; 

Several people bad amputated legs and 
many joined small groups to pray. Near the 
tent where food was being prepared, three 
bearded men in prayer caps held on to each 
other and cried. 


Major insists on limited gun ban 


LONDON (R) — British 
ih'inie Miniker John 
M^jor has come under 
renewed pressure for a 
total ban on handguns 
from the parents of 16 
children oia^acred by a 
crazed loner in a small 
Sottish town last 
March. 

But Mr. MAjor, whose 
plans for a restricted 
ban come before pariia- 
ment Monday, refused 
to back down and allow 
mlii^ party members to 
vote according to their 
consciences — which 
campaigners believe 
would mean the outlaw- 
ing of all handguns. 

Speaking a^r talks 
with the prime minister, 
parents of the slaugh- 
tered children said 
M^or had repeated his 
arguments for pushing 
through only a limited 
ban. 

But they said they had 
warned him that if he 
refill to change his 
mind before Monday, 
the handg un issue vrouid 
return to haunt him at 
the election he faces in 
the next six months. 

this issue, which is 
an issue of life and 
death, there is no com- 
promise,** said Les Mor- 
ton, whose daughter 
Emily was one of the 16 
killed at Dunblane Pri- 
mary School in a hail of 
bullets by gunman Tho- 
mas Hamilton. 


Mr. Hamil ton was 
armed with l^|ally-held 

hanHgiinft- 

“We don’t want . the 
gun issue to go forward 
to the general election.** 
said Ann- Peai^n, a 
local mother of three 
who has helped the par- 
ents forge a highly effec- 
tive lobbying gronp. 

She accused Mr. Major 
of reftising to let Con- 
servative MPs vote ac- ' 
cordinjg to their con- 
sciences because be was 
afraid of losing the vote. 

*Tf it isn’t a free vote 
Monday, people in this 
country not under- 
stand why,*’ she told a 
news conference. ' 

The prime minister 
has come under fierce 
pressure from all sides 
for his plans, announced 
after an inquiry into the 
killing by Senior Judge 
Lord CuBen. 

The massacre and the 
row over the ban have 
fuelled a debate over 
violence in Britain and 
whether the country’s 
moral fabric is coUaps- 
ing — a theme the oppo- 
sition Labour Party has 
used to attack the 
Conservatives, in power 
for 17 years. 

The government 
argues its plans, which 
would mean the only 
handguns Britons could 
possess would be single- 
shot .22-inch calibre 
weapons held in tightiy 


controlled gun dubs, go 
farther than Lord (2ul- 
len’s recommendations. 

At least 80 per cent of 
Britain's 200,000 legally 
held hau(^ns would be 
banned but sportsmen 
and women would still 
be able to prepare for 
Olympic taiget shooting 
events, it argues. 

Opposition politicians 
say the ban does not go 
far enough while gun 
lobbyists have threat- 
ened to challenge any 
ban in international 
courts, saying law-abid- 
ing target shooters are 
paying for the actions of 
a madman. 

Monday's vote de- 
pends on parliamentary 
arithmetic. 

Mr. Major has an 
overall majority of one. 
But the nine Ulster 
Unionists from Nor- 
thern Ireland, who usu- 
ally support him, are 
expected to abstain. This 
means opposition par- 
ties need five ruling 
party members to rebel 
to get a total ban. 

Mr. Major’s insistence 
on making Conservative 
MPs vote according to 
the government line and 
the implicit threat of 
tough sanctions on any- 
one who rebels, make a 
victory for those calling 
for an outright ban 
unlikely. 


row 

MINSK lAFP) — Belarus 
Pre.sident Ale.vander Luka- 
shenko fired his counuy's 
top eiection official during 
a live television broadca.st 
Thursday, after the latter 
said he would refuse to val- ' 
idate Uie outcome of a con- 
stitutional referendum on 
Nov. 24. 

However, under the pre- 
sent consiituiion. only par- 
liament is empowered to 
sack the president of the 
electoral commission and 
the latest arbionry decision 
trh&f the pro-Russian leader 
likely to further poison 
relations between the presi- 
dency and the rest of the 
political class. 

Viktor Gonchar had said 
the referendum to give Mr. 
Lukashenko wider powers 
and more independence 
from poriiament is flawed 
by "irreguIaririevS.” 

His removal would be 
one obstacle less for Mr. 
LukasI ;nko. whose refer- 
endum plan is strongly 
opposed by parliament and 
many senior officials. 

Mr. Lukashenko has al- 
ready announced that the 
referendum will have force 
of law while the constitu- 
tional court says it will not. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Gonchar 
said there had been many 
breaches of the electoral 
rules in the preparations for 
the referendum, particular- 
ly regarding arrangements 
for voters unable to vote on 
the day to cast their ballots 
earlier. 

He said he would refuse 
to sign and hence certify 
the results of ±e poll. 

Mr. Lukashenko retaliat- 
ed, accusing Mr. Gonchar 
of seeking to “block the 
democratic process", 
though he did not threaten 
sanctions. 

But Thursday, during a!* 
television programme in 
which he was answering 
questions from viewers 
chosen in advance. Mr. 
Lukashenko announced 
that be had decided to fire 
Mr. Gonchar. 

He said he was acting at 
the request of other mem- 
bers of the electoral com- 
mission allegedly dis- 
satisifed with his leader- 
ship. 

Mr. Lukashenko accused 
Mr. Gonchar of "abandon- 
iog the principle of neutral- 
ity'' which went with his 
function, by having gone to 
Moscow Wednesday in the 
company of Mr. Belarus 
deputies opposed to the 
president. 

Mr. Lukashenko himself 
.was also in Moscow Wed- 
nesday, when he called in a 
speech to the Russian par-, 
liament for closer ties be^^ 
ween Belarus and Russia, 
though the trip was be- 
lieved to have been moti- 
vated mainly by electoral 
concerns. 
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Sea of refugees from Zaire heads back towards Rwanda 


COMA. Zaire (R) — Tens 
of ihousonds of refugees 
irekked through the eastern 
Zaire town of Goma to- 
wards Rwanda Friday fol- 
lowii\g heavy fighting bet- 
ween rebels and remnanLs of 
Rwanda's army and militia 
groups. 

‘There is a sea of people 
right up to the horizon," said 
Reuters photographer Peter 
Andrews. 

‘There could easily be 

100.000 of them. They are 
walking back to Rwanda." 
he said. 

Ex-Rwandan soldiers and 
Interahamwe militiamen 
previously prevented the 
Hutu refugees from going 
home. 

Hum fighters, blamed for 
the 1994 genocide of some 

800.000 mostly Tutsi people 
in Rwanda, were reported ro 
have fled into the bush, hav- 
ing lost their bid to stop 
ordinary refugees leaving 
the teeming camps. 

The exodus was from two 
sprawling camps at Mugun- 
ga west of Goma where as 
many as 400,000 Rwandan 
Hums were living. 

An unknown number of 
those on the move were 
brand-new refugees — Zai- 
rean nationals moving to 
Rwanda to escape a month- 


old rebellion in the east. 

"We left Mugunga an 
empty camp, we ail fled 
because of the fighting yes- 
terday,” said Vincent Nzeh- 
si."I am going back to Ru- 
bavu, Rwanda. There are no 
militia In the camp, they are 
all in the forest." 

"I came from Lac Vert," 
said Ernest Habinhege.”! 
am going bock to Gisenyi in 
Rwanda. The camps are 
empty." 

Friday’s mass movement 
took place a.s the U.N. &- 
cujity Council prepared to 
vote on a resolution to send 
a multinacional force to ease 
the plight of an esdmaied 
1.2 million Hutu refugees 
from Rwanda and Burundi 
scattered across war-rav- 
aged eastern Zaire. 

“They tried to get us to 
stay but all of us left the 
camp and are going home to 
Rwanda," said Jean-Marie 
Vianna, pushing a bicycle 
with one hand and holding a 
flapping Turkey by its neck 
in the other. 

He had an enormous bun- 
dle on his head containing 
plastic sheeting, firewood 
and on umbrella. 

’The forces fled after the 
fighdng. they left dead in 
the camp but after two years 


I am going home," said an 
old woman. 

A woman gave binh at the 
roadside as hundreds of 
refugees .streamed pasL 

Refugees told Reuters that 
the entire population of 
Mugunga 1 and 2 burst out 
of the ^Joining camps at 5 
a.m. (0300 GMT’) despite 
efforts by the Interahamwe 
militia to drive them further 
west into Zaire. 

The movement was good 
news for the International 
Community which, wary of 
the hazards posed in the 
lawless region, had warned 
they would not take on the 
armed Hutus — members of 
Rwanda’s defeated ex-army 
and the dreaded Interaham- 
we militia — or try to sepa- 
rate them from ordinary 
refugees. 

Without such action, aid 
workers and regiooaJ ex- 
had warned the Cana- 
dian-led force risked ending 
in failure. 

“This is fantastic news if it 
is true, we are checking it,*' 
said a Rwandan presidenti^ 
aide. His government, 
which says it wants the 
Hutus back, has pledged 
that only those involved in 
the genocide have reason to 
worry. 

The Hutu hold over the 


refugees appeared to have 
been broken by six hours of 
fierce bombardment of 
Mugunga by the rebels 
Thursday. The rebels, open- 
ly supported by Rwanda, 
began shelling a few hours 
after confirmation that an 
international force would 
soon be sent with no man- 
date to disarm the Hutu 
fighters. 

The United States, a reluc- 
tant volunteer to the multi- 
national force due to be dep- 
loyed within days, wants at 
least an inforn^ ceaseftre 
among the factions fighting 
around goma before com- 
mitting troops. 

“What we would like is a 
pledge by the sides that 
there will be a ceaseftre," 
U.S. Defense Department 
spokesman Ken Bacon told 
reporters. 

Since they fled Rwwt^ 
with millions of fellow 
Hutus fearing revenge kil- 
lings after the genocide, the 
Hutu gunmen have prevent- 
ed ordinary refugees from 
returning. 

Their presence has also 
destabilised the region and 
was a major factor in a 
rebellion led by Zairean 
Tutsis against the Zairean 
army one month ago. 



Thousands of Rwandan Hutu refugees walk towards the Zairean border town of Goma, heading for the Rwandan 
border Friday after the>' fled fighting around the Mugunga refugee camp Thursday. The refugees were told to cross 
the border back into Rwanda and where put into transit camps (Reuter photo) 


As the tattered refugees 
carrying possessions headed 
home. Zairean rebels 
checked them for weapons 
and let them walk the few 
kilometres to the Rwandan 
border at Gisenyi. 

“The refugees don't look 
too bad but thev are obvi- 


ou.sly tired from walking. 
There are many men among 
the women, children and old 
people," Mr. Andrews said. 

The World Food Prog- 
ramme (^^^) and other 
U.N. agencies have pre- 
pared for months for the 
hoped-for mass repatriation 


of Hutus which appeared lo 
have started Friday. 

~We have 750 tonnes of 
food already in Gisenyi, 
enough to feed 200,000 
people for 10 days. There is 
plent>' of other food in the 
region we can shift around." 
the WFP's Michele Quin- 


taglie told Reuters in Nai- 
robi. 

Diplomats said the initial 
force was expected to be 
made up of troop.s from the 
United States. Canada. Bri- 
tain. France. Spain. Italy, 
the Netherlands. South Afri- 
ca and Senegal . 
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Protesters try to storm 
China’s Hong Kong meeting 
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HONG KONG (R) — Pro-democracy 
demonstrators sc<»med into a plush Hong 
Kong conference centre Friday in an 
attempt to disrupt a historic meeting con- 
vened by China to choose Hong Kong's 
future leaders. 

They were stopped by police before 
reaching the meeting, inau^rated earlier 
in the day by China’s Foreign Minister 
(^an Qichen. 

Protesters had gathered before dawn 
outside the Hong Kong Convention Cen- 
tre where the 400-member Selection 
Committee was due to start its month- 
long mission to select the territo^'s chief 
' executive and 60 members of a replace- 
ment legislature. 

As delegmes were remmiog fiom luoclu 
about a dozen demonstrators plunged 
dnough a side door of the convention cen- 
tre and were chased up escalators by 
police. 

They managed to reach the sixth floor, 
(me floor away from the meeting, before 
at least seven were seized by police as 
ib^ unfurled banners and shouted slo- 
gans. 

Eyewitnesses said thm two ffrominent 
members of the Democr^c Party, And- 
rew To and Chan Kwok-Leung. and inde- 
pendent activist Wong Chung-Ki, were 
among those detained in the building. 

In a second attempt to storm the build- 
ing, three screaming demonstrators were 
dragged away by police on the street out- 
side. 

Scuffles ensued and at least one police- 
man was slightly injured when up to 40 
chanting protesters surged against crowd 
craitFol barriers, waving mo&ls of black 
cofiSns above their beads to symbolise the 
dead] of democracy. 

Some of the demonstrators bad camped 
overnight outside die building where 




Britain will formally return its colony to 
China in 228 days' time. 

They were surrounded by police at 
dawn and herded behind barriers across 
the road. 

Hong Kong's pro-democracy lobby has 
attacked the selection process and refused 
to take part in the Selection Committee 
which they have branded as undemocrat- 
ic. 

They are adamantly opposed to China's 
plan to dissolve the elect^ legislature and 
replace it with an interim provisional 
chamber until new elections are held. 

Waving banners and using loudhailers, 
demonstrators chanted “we want a direct- 
ly elected legislaiure" ^and “we reject the 
reversal of democracy." . -i 

Some of them held up bik:k box^, say- 
ing; ’This is a coffin. It represents the 
(Jeatb of democracy and freedom in Hong 
Kong.” 

Members of the Democratic Party had 
planned to pass a letter to Mr. Qian but 
were unable to get past police lines. An 
official eventually came out to accept the 
letter. 

“We hope you will exchange views with 
Hong Kong people on the setting up of the 
provisional legislature and selection of the 
chief executive," the letter said. 

The Selection Committee was bolding a 
first round of voting Friday to narrow 
down the list of candidates to step into the 
shoes of colonial Governor Chris Patten 
when British rule ends at midni^t on 
June 30 next year. 

To qualify, candidates for the job of 
chief executive must be nominated by at 
least 50 members of the committee. 

Two business magnates and two former 
judges are regarded as the front-runners in 
the race. The Selection Committee meets 
again on Dec. 11 to pick the winner. 
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North Korea again threatens 
to restart nuclear programme 
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SEOUL (AFP) — North Korea Friday 
again threatened to restart its nuclear 
.weapons programme and break a 1994 
.. . acc(^ with Washington, accusing the 
\ **" United States of bowing to South Korean 
‘ ' anger over a submarine incursion. 

I cannot keep the nuclear pro- 

' ' gramme ftxizen any longer only to get 
'' •: oil ... with no importance given to 

Rii; when die light-water reactors will bepro- 

• -1 •' ‘ vided," the Nordi’s Korean Central News 

^ Agency (KCNA) said. 

The statement was a reference to South 
Korea's refusal to go ahead with the 
[. building of -two light-water nuclear reac- 
tors ftWR’s) for the North until 
I.* • Pyongyang a pnlngis^s for the submarine 
i incursion. 

As a result, the framework agreement. 


I'l- 


hji 
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I which was concluded by sincere efforts of 
the DPRK (North Korea) and the United 
two years ago, marking an epoch- 
^^^^nlong occasion in ensuring peace in the 
'hif' L i.lT.'^'fP^^^hisula, Ha.s now been at stake," the 
\ ! r. - '• ,ii ‘joews agency said. 

\!r. U.S. is interested in the imple- 


iv: ^ C f®Miation of die bilateral agreement even • 

’ ’ \\ Wt, it must take a reasonable view 

1.1. 


, .jn’ii. 1" present situation and have a respon- 

position,” KCNA said. 
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A South Korean Foreign Ministry 
I mid AFP that Seoul saw noth- 

. | hig new in the threai, and monitors 

that it was not carried as an official 


A,\. 


ill % staement, but as a KCNA commentary — 


ijl‘ 1 ' pv given less weight here than official state- 
, ihi’ < ®6tus. 

! ,r '*We do not see anything new in that 
iir^ Jhreat because North Korea has already 




• complaining that the United States is 

iioUr*^ , ji.;‘*M^3iying die implementation of the frame- 




u'l.' 


Work agreement on die excuse of there 


being no change in our position that North 
Korea should apologise," the spokesman 
Suh Dae- Won said. 

Seoul and Washington have both smd 
they want the 1994 nuclear agreement, 
struck in Geneva, to hold despite the SepL 
18 incursion of the submarine which a 
captured crew member said was on a spy 
mission with 26 men aboard. 

But Seoul, which has agreed to pay the 
bulk of the ^..3 billion for the LWR’s, has 
said Pyongyang should apologise before 
its engineers return to the North to begin 
construction woik. 

The agreement, which sharply reduced 
tensions in the region and which was 
guarantee by U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
provided for the North to freeze its sus- 
pect nuclear weapons programme. 

In remm it would receive annual ship- 
ments of heavy oil until the reactors are 
built, and win a gradual improvement of 
ties with the United States which main- 
tains 37.000 troops in South Korea. 

Washington continued to deliver the 
heavy oil shipments despite the subma- 
rine incident, a faa which North Korea 
acknowledged through KCNA earlier this 
week. 

U.S. Ambassador to Seoul James Laney 
said in an interview with the South’s 
Yonhap News Agency over the weekend 
that he hoped the situation would cool 
between the two Koreas after the 
“provocative'* submarine incident 

Mr. Laney also told Yonhap that he saw 
the North trying to drive a wedge beween 
Washington and Seoul over the incident 
attemting to trade on South Korean fears 
that the United States would go ahead 
vrith the 1994 agreement at Seoul's 
expense. 
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Hopes and realities 


THE CODDLE East and North Africa (MENA) 
economic conference in Cairo concluded its 
work with the adoption of a declaration that 
differed veiy' little from the two earlier declara- 
tions issued at the end of the Rabat and 
Amman MENA meetings in 1994 and 1995. The 
most distinguishing feature in the 1996 Cairo 


Declaration, though, was the strong call for the 
immediate implementation of the Oslo accords 


between Israel and the Palestinian National 
Authority- (PNA). an urgent goal that was not a 
contentious issue in the past when the Labour- 
led government in Israel appeared poised to 
respect Its commitments with the Palestinian 
side. 

Since the election of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and the formation of his 
Likud-led government last June, the founda- 
tion of the peace process on which all MENA 
conferences are based faltered and in the 
process undermined the very basis of regional 
economic planning. Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Anir Musa may have been more blunt and 
straight forward than others when he said in 
Cairo on Thursday that **the par^\ (meaning 
Israel) which encircles the Palestinians does not 


deserv'e to find doors mde ^en for regional 
economic cooperation.** The Cfairo declaration 


therefore ended up having more of a political 
tone than an economic one although the busi- 
ness community which attended the meeting 
may have succeed in making contacts for the 
eventual conclusion of business deals. 

The adoption of the flnal text on the establish- 
ment of a regional bank suggests, nevertheless, 
that the parBcipants were hopeful that in spite 
of all obstacles, the peace process will eventual- 
■ly come.toifruition and the regional political cli- 
mate wiH: ultimately become favpurable for 
. regional^fiwirroecononiic projects. This article 
of faith in a bright future for the Middle East 
and North Africa permeated the talks and 
negotiations conducted between the members 
nf the private sector from all attending states, 
including Israel. 

Still alipardes which took part in the deliber- 
ations of the Cairo conference understood well 
that whatcier they agree on. it will remain ten- 
tative and contingent on the conclusion of the 
stalled peace talks between Israel on one hand 
and the Palestinians. Syrians and Lebanese on 
the other. This puts the ball squarely in Israel's 
court. The Israeli government bears the full 
responsibility for the success or failure of all 
past and future MENA conferences. As long 
Mr. Netanyahu is bent on dishonouring past 
agreements with the Palestinians and the 
Syrians, the future of the area would remain 
bicak. There can be no room for economic or 
business confidence in the region as long as the 
political climate between Israel and the Arab 
World stays charged with hostility. 


AR.ABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ECONOMISTS AND poliiicians have been idling us 
o\er (he pa>^( few decades thui economv rules politics 
and (hat the policies of a country follow its economic 
interests. .s;iid Mohammad Borhouma. a writer for al 
R:i'i. The politicians and government leaders have 
endorsed this iheoiy by including economists and husi> 
ne-'ts people in their delegations visiting different parts 
of the world, he said. But. said the writer, (he prevailing 
situation in (he Middle East, especially in light of the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict and the Palestinian people's strug- 
gle for freedom, has proved that economy cannot sur- 
vive .tnd economic idea.s can never see the light if the 
area where economic invcstmem.s are to take place con- 
tinue to V. iiness political instability. The politici.tns and 
economists attending the Cairo economic summit have 
attested to this ('act and .sires.sed in their speeches and 
press statemenis that no economic, investments can be 
made in the region unless the political atmosphere has 
improved and unless tension has been removed, 
according to the writer. It goes without saying, he 
added, tirut investors are attracted to an area only if its 
stable and secure and only fools bring capital to a tur- 
bulent region. piy>ne to conflicts. 


ISLAMIST TERRORISM practised by extremist 
groups in Algeria .and Egypt is more dangerous to the 
Islaniic Viorid than the foreign powers' plotting against 
the Muslim people, .said Hamadeh Faraanch.«a writer 
foi .Al Dustnur. The terrorists are in fact doing a great 
service lo the enemies of Islam by their massacring of 
women and children and by staining their hands with 
the blotKl of their adversaries who they could deal with 
through dialogue and in an atmosphere of demiTcraey, 
according to the writer. He said the Islamic Salvation 
From of Algeria has. in the wake of the Icrrorist.s attacks 
on civilians, condemned terrorism in its various forms, 
describing it as the work of ouico.sts uying to distort the 
image of Islam before the world, said the writer. In 
Algeria, the government is pursuing an oppressive rule 
and depriving the country of the aspired democracy 
while, on the other hand, extremist groups and terrorists 
have Iven lighting this government by murdering the 
innocent people, said the writer. He said that caught in 
the middle are sensible groups which demand demix'ra- 
tic rule and an end to violence and tcrrvri.st acts. The 
writer said ihai only through democracy con extremism 
and (errorisni he contained. 


Stress on inter- Arab economic cooperation, .fesponc 


in Cairo, sends message to Israel 


ihf fv'l 

A-,.,’.: 


. -fT L . I F,h' 


DESPITE THE obvious brave face that Israel pul out at 
lo.st week's Middle East and North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic conference in Cairo, it is obvious that it was told in 
so many words by the Arab and foreign governments as 
well as the international community at die gathering that it 
could not hope to gain economic benefits and integration 
into the regional oi^er unless it respects the agreements it 
has signed with the Pale.stinians. 

Reaching an accord on Israeli redeployment in Hebron is 
not the re^ issue at stake here. Wlut the Arab World is 
awaiting is a clear Israeli commitment that it would launch 
final status negotiations on the same principles that were 
agreed upon at the Madrid conference, most important 
among them the land-for-peace formula. We can under- 
stand and appreciate the Palestinian demand for a written 
guarantee from Israel that il would launch the process of 
withdrawing from other areas of the West Bank, as sdpu- 
laied in the Oslo II accord, and that the final status tsilks 
would begin within a definite time-frame because an 
Israeli redeployment in Hebron does not necessarily mean 
that the Jewish state would not stall movement into the 
next phase of the peace process. 

It would seem that Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 


Netanyahu has received the message that emanated from 
the MBNA conference, as is evident from his decision to 
postpone a visit to the United States and seek to Hnalise a 
deal on Hebron. 

It is also apparent that Mr. Netanyahu is anxious to paci- 
fy the Israeli business community, which is uproar within 
itself over the cold shoulder it received in Cairo as a result 
of his hardline policies, and to realise his declared objec- 
tive of improving the country’s economy to an extent that 
it would not need U.S. financial assustance in three or four 
years. Obviously those goals would be largely" elusive 
without the right politick climate, which depends upon 
Israel being fair to the Polesiinian.s and Arabs in the peace 
negotiations. 

'That is where the significance of the MENA conference 
stems. The clear shift in focus of the meeting from busi- 
ness involving Israel to inter-Arab and Arab-African and 
Arab-Asian economic cooperation and implicit and explic- 
it affirmatioas key participants in the gathering 

showed that Mr. Netanyahu's hopes are faltering. 

Whether Mr. Netanyahu accepts it or not. die universal 
theory is that imernational capital is a coward: it would 
simply refuse to stay away from areas of political instabil- 


mm" ''' 


ity. As such, Israel is deceiving no one but itse/f if ft is , 

entertaining hopes that it could attract non-Arab ftinds and I 

interact with non-Arab businessmen. r * , 

On the other hand. Israelis have been arguing that busi- 
ness with the Arab World is not a pillar of their economic j 
ambirions, but that is not simply true. There is a very high 
potential for a major uplift lo the Jewish state's business 
fortunes if it could economically interact with the oil-rich o\ 

Gulf stales and other Arab countries. It would thus mean in^’: 

that the Arab World does indeed wield a strong economic 
card to force the Israeli hand. But then it would come with 
a closely coordinated Arab approach to the issue. ..aj- jnterna- 

The basis for that approach was set in the resolutions 
adopted by the Arab summit held in Cairo in June; what 
we need is crystallisation of that position in terms of 
demanding Israeli compliance with the agreement it that (JFP''- 




we need is crystallisation of that position in terms of 
demanding Israeli compliance with the agreement it that 
signed with the Palestinians: this is the price for economic of 
interaction with the Arabs. That i.s where it is going to bun 


Business study unites Israelis and Palestinians 


interaction with the Arabs. That i.s where it is going to him fri’in ‘ 

Israel, and without hurting Israel where it hurts most it is 

unlikely that Mr. Netanyahu would accept to be realistic in P . 

his approach to the Pale.siinians. , 
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By Tova Cohen 
Reuter 


TEL .AVIV — Israeli and 
Palestinian business stu- 
dents. brought together by a 
fragile peace, avoid at least 
one tough subject as they 
pursue an advanced degree 
— politics. 

“I real!}’ believe that eco- 
nomic ties are a common 
groundwork for producing 
long-term peace, and re:d 
peace. I think Palestinians 
in the class see that in the 
same wuy." said Israeli stu- 
dent Jeff Anker. 

He is one of 40 students, 
including 0^*6 Palestinians 
from the West Bonk and two 
Jordanians, in an executive 
master of business adminis- 
tration (MBA) programme 
offered by Northwestern 
University's School of 


Management and the 
Recanati School of Business 
at Tel Aviv University. 

In the classroom. Anker 
said, students discuss the 
fact that politics affects 
business — "but we don't 
get into the politics itself." 

When Tel Aviv and 
Northwestern decided to 
create a joint two-year 
MBA programme for 
American. Israeli and Arab 
students, they focused on 
the Middle East in the belief 
that business ties can moke 
a signiFicant contribution to 
the peace process. 

What they did not count 
on was that the programme 
would be launched at a time 
when Palestinian and Israeli 
relations would sink to their 
lowest level in years. 

“We have really hoped 
this would be a regional 


programme. We were well 
on the way to attracting a 
number of students in the 
region and were very con- 
cerned the recent develop- 
ments might harm that," 
said Donald Jacobs, dean of 
the Kellogg School. 

The school year opened at 
a time of great tension in the 
Middle East. In late 
September bloody clashes 
between Israeli soldiers and 
Palestinian police killed 75 
people and raised fears for 
the future of the peace 
process. 

“Wie feared political ten- 
sion would influence’ the 
programme, we thought 
some Arab students would 
cancel. Fortunately, this did- 
n't happen. It is easier to get 
peace amon^ nationals than 
among poruicians,*' said 
Recanati Dean Lsroel Zang. 


The programme, most of 
which is held at Tei Aviv, is 
geared towards executives 
who continue lo woric as 
they study. 

7lie political .situation has 
had repercussions for the 
programme. One of the 
biggest headaches for the 
academic coordinators has 
been .securing entry permits 
into l.srael for the 
Palestinians. 

The Israeli government 
provides only a limited 
number of day permits, 
mainly for Palestinians 
working in construction and 
agriculture. 

Anker said students have 
been split into work groups, 
with one Palestinian. Sa’id 
Abu Hijleh. in his. 

"In the Hrst week we were 


already faced with the logis- 
tical fact that Sa’id hod to 


cros.s the border every day 
and because of curfew hud 
to be back every day by a 
certain lime." Anker said. 

“We feel the rules of 
what's happening around us 
yet we are t^ing to work 
towards the ideal of what 
will be in the future." 

Anker, who is director of 
product .salc.s for Europe, 
the Middle Eu.st and North 
Africa at Madge Networks 
Modgf.O. a multinational 
maker of computer net- 
working etjuipmenl. already 
has extensive dealings with 
Middle Eastern businesses. 

While employers of the 
Israeli and American stu- 
dents foot the S16,Q00 a 
year tuition bill for their 
workers, most of the 
Palestinian and Jordanian 
studenLs receive scholar- 


ships fixim Israeli orgonisa- ^Nablu-s)." 


. ■Minu.’n jri' t''=- 

lions and companies, sucb 

as Koor Industries Koor.Ta. I,... m , . 

counto'-s laigesi , per :-en. 

tnai concern. .m/n t v.er 

..... . -jr-'Ui'mcn '.'•ti -T.TniS loveli 

Palesuuan students a!sc‘"“ , ^hc “•‘‘Ji**- 

j v »• f u . nil' wonierj as r 
expresseed a belief that thu; 

type of programme could gc’.^; ,he p.nert\ 
a long way iowardf-_:^T-Kj h. .'<• 

.strenglhemng ties betweer. ‘ " 

nations. 

"Actually, this is building , , ,, 

peace. I know more peoplejd WOHifll (JFf trie WOTld . 

I know how ihey Uve. Evn^|„ the vorld. 80 per cen 
though we can t speak ii , , ^ 

Hebrew, we can ewrorauni'^^J^ Ov€l 

cate in English," said Akjml women living belO] 
Hijleh, a consultant i. 

fund that aids smal’P™’ 

Palestinian businesses. 

"I hope in the near future ufoifij Dei.'brj!i>in , . ft. 
will see some (Israeli) stod'innen talltfiJ lor 
dents in Al Najah Universic^ iX'innbimcn! t- > 

(in the West Bank City 


THE WEEK m PREvTT 


‘There can be no economic progress at the regional 
level without a genuine and lasting peace’ 
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IN THE past week the local 
dailies tackled a range of 
subjects, which included 
the Cairo economic sum- 
mit. and local topics, rang- 
ing from the invasion of the 
Jordanian society by 
American lifestyles and 
sports lO prospects for a 
new elections law. Also 
cosered by the pre.ss was 
the question of redeploy- 
ment of Israeli forces in (he 
Hebron area and Turkish- 
Arah relations in the light 
of the Turkish foreign min- 
ister'.s visit to Jordan. 

The Cairo economic sum- 
mit was overshadowed by 
the failure of the peace 
process to settle the conflict 
between the .Arabs and the 
Israelis since there can be 
□o economic progress at the 
regional level without u 
genuine and lasting peace, 
said Mohammad Kawash. a 
writer for Al Dustour. 

Indeed, the results of the 
summit were predicted by 
many observers in advance, 
added the writer, who 
referred to the Egyptian 
president's announcement 
before the meeting that 
there is no point in holding 
the economic parley a.s long 
as the Oslo agreements 
remain uncmplcnicnted. 

The writer said that the 
only alternative is to revive 
the inter-.Arab economic 
cooperation which has bet- 
ter chances of survival than 
a .Middle Ea.sicm order 
which Israel hopes to dom- 
inate. 

.Al .Aswaq daily said one 
of the issues on the Cairo 
summit's agenda was the 
creation of the regional 
development bank, but nei- 
ther the countries of the 
Middle East and North 
Africa, which are partici- 
pating in the meeting, nor 
the European countries, 
which were supposed to 
have cquit> in the projected 
bank's capital, seem inter- 


ested in it because the 
region ho.s not realised its 
peace aspirations, on the 
one hand, and because the 
proposed $2 billion capital 
is barely sufficient to cover 
regional projects that 
require manyfold that 
amount, accoiding to the 
daily. 

The MENA region, .said 
the paper, faces the chal- 
lenge of having to live 
through lack of peace and 
security, which are essen- 
tial to attract inve.simcnLs 
and therefore the only alter- 
native lies u'iih the Arab 
countries which have to 
rely on themselves and pool 
their own potentials for 
dcsclopment. 

Zuieikha Abu Risheh. a 
writer for Al Ra'i daily, 
lamented the deterioration 
of the Jordanian culture and 
its trends to copy American 
lifestyles. 

She cited in particular the 
opening of the 
MacDonald's restaurant, 
which has attracted thou- 
sands of people of all ages, 
and the .American movies 
which depict violence and 
are presented by Jordan 
television. 

The crowd at 
MacDonald's reflects the 
degree of unchecked con- 
sumerism that has taken 
root in the Jordanian soci- 
ety. on the one hand, and 
the tendency, among the 
Jordanian people, to imi- 
tate the American lifestyle, 
on the other, said (he vnitcr. 

She said that the 
Jordanian society i.s more 
and more inclined to prefer 
everything that is foreign to 
unvlhing that is Arab or 
Jordanian. 

She added that the same 
society is being subjected 
lo movies, through Jordan 
television, which idealise 
American acts of violence 
which are alien to the east- 
ern and Islamic culture. 

Hosni Aye.sh. another AJ 
Ra'i columni.st, echoed 
Zuleikha's views, criticis- 
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ing the way in which 
Jordanian.s arc blindly fol- 
lowing the Americ.'ui 
habits. 

Writing under the title 
“The new American ba.sc.s", 
the writer said that (he 
opening of the 
MacDonald's restaurants in 
Amman marks the estab- 
lishment of a new kind of 
American bases in the 
midst of the Arab society, 
because this restaurant w*ill 
help spread the American 
way of life in Jordan. 

Warning against the con- 
.sequences of American 
b.ises he .said they will 
eventually cause ' deep 
changes in Arab ]ifc.<:iylc 
and traditions. 

He said that as the nations 
of the world arc trying to 
end the presence of 
American military base.s on 
their territory, (he Arabs are 
opening their countries to a 
new kind of American inva- 
sion of their culture and 
.society. 

Hussein .Abu Rumman, a 
writer for Al Ra'i, 
expressed the view that the 
only way to foster the spirit 
of sports and better their 
level lies with the schools. 
School .sports and physical 


education constitute the 
bc.st method for building up 
a new generation of strong 
youth.s. intent on .seeking 
and attaining high .stan- 
dards and enabling the 
country in compete with 
other nations in youth and 
Sports fieicLs, he said. 

The schools used to give 
more uttention to sports and 
physical education in the 
past and therefore these 
fora c.in be utilised to save 
the deteriorating sports and 
physical education sy.stcm, 
he added. 

What is needed to achieve 
that goai. he added, is the 
construction of spons facil- 
ities for .schools and the 
encouragement of teams 
from different schools to 
compete, first at the loc.il 
level and then with clubs 
and youth organisations in 
other countries. 

Rdlccting on the elec- 
tions law. Ali Siifudi, a 
writer for Al Dustour. said 
that Jordat] i.v in need of a 
new elections law (hat 
would achieve the a.spira- 
tions of the Jordanian peo- 
ple. The Parliament, which 
resumc.s .M:5Sion.s on Nov. 
19. .should first di.scus.s and 
pass a new elections law 


that would avoid all the 
loopholes in the present 
law. pump in fresh blood 
and bring new legislators 
that can successfully tackle 
the is.sues and the difficul- 
ties facing the nation, said 
the writer. He said that it is 
a natlonui duty for the «iov- 
ernment and Parliament to 
join hands in enactinc a 
new elections law That 
would enable Jordanians 
atttun their aspirations of 
ensuring justice and equali- 
ty in their society. 

Reflecting on tiic difficul- 
ties that are delaying the 
implementation of the Oslo 
agreements, Irycddin 
Manasrah. a writer for Ai 
Ra'i, said that since the 
Israelis and the Palestinians 
have now reached u dead- 
lock in their negoiijtion.s 
over this issue, they both 
need the cosponsors' of the 
peace proecs.s. 

The Americans and the 
Russians, who sponsored 
the Madrid peace confer- 
ence. should pressure Israel 
into withdrawing their 4(.M) 
.settlers iaside the Hebron 
area, which is inhabited by 
200.000 Arabs, and so end 
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Following is the full text of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor's 
speech at the World Food 
Summit, Rome: 

Four years ago, I attended, 
together with 63 other 
spouses of heads of state or 
government, a summit of 
1 1 1 nations in Geneva that, 
like our meeting here today 
on food secuiily, sought to 
address a related issue of 
worldwide importance; the 
economic advancement of 
rural women. The summit, 
convened by the Interna- 
tional Fund for Agricultur- 
al Development, was the 
culmination of regional 
consultations that tapped 
^e expertise of more than 
3S0 i»rticipanis from 80 
countries. Its objective was 
to alert international public 
opinion to the rapidly dete- 
riorating situation of rural 
women worldwide, and to 
the alarming trend of the 
feminisation of global 
poverty. 

Rural women are the 
world’s poor. Of the one 
billion poor people in the 
world, 80 per cent live in 
rural areas, and 70 per cent 
of them are women. Over 
the last two decades, the 
number of rural women 
living below the poverty 
line has increased by 50 
per cent. 



and marshalling resources 
at the national and interna- 
tional levels to target rural 
women as participants and 
direct beneficiaries of 
development policies and 
programmes, and by advo- 


As the president of the 
ISC. and on behalf of our 
patron Her Majesty Queen 
Fabiola, members of the 
steering committee and our 
many partners around the 
world. I thank you for the 
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The Geneva Declaration 
for rural women called for 
a global commitment to 
recognise and promote the 
economic empowenmenc of. 
■otfai— womeu as a iriral' ,: 
‘force for 'development ana ' 
oeace. We pieced to work 
tor the summit’s goals by 
mobilising politic will 


eating for their rights and 
needs. 

This continues to be the 
missioo of the IS first 
ladies elected in 1992 to 
fdiln • T4he :: 

Steering Committee on the 
economic advancement of 
rural women. 


opportunity to address this 
important summit. 

The direct linkage 
-between the cai>adty. of 
-our world to feed itseu.and 

to participate fully in the 
economic, social and polit- 
ical life of their comrauni- 


lies is evident and has been 
emphasised in the recom- 
mendations of the associat- 
ed NGOs forum held here 
in September. That linkage 
is also recognised in the 
declaration of this summit, 
which acknowledges 

women's significant 
impact on world food secu- 
rity. 

U we aspire to feed the 
entire human family at the 
global level, we should 
keep in mind who pro- 
duces and provides foc^ at 
the conrununity level in 
most societies, it is the 
rural women who do so — 
but they do nor always do 
so efficiently or sufficient- 
ly. due to inadequate edu- 
cation, social discrimina- 
tion or legal obstacles that 
limit their access to land, 
credit, training, technology 
and marketing channels. 

It is our hope that the 
world food summit’s rec- 
ommendations and imple- 
mentation of its plan of 
action vrill contribute to 
ensuring rural women's 
right to equal access to 
social services and eco- 
nomic resources. 

Productive as they are 
already, rural women are 
still the single least 
mobilised resource for bal- 
anced and sufficient food 
production at the global 
level, especially in the 
developing south where 
most food deficiencies 
occur. Rural women are the 
farmers, shepherds and 
gardeners of the south; 
^ey know where to get 
clean water and how to use 
it wisely; they know how 
to we^ fields, control 
pests, and manage range- 
lands, for they store the 
cumulative wisdom and 
knowledge of generations 
past. 

Frohr^tpy pbrs onal ‘exiae- 
rience~with community- ' 
ba: 9 xlA development work 
in Jorxlan, I am well aware 
of the significant impact 


rural women can have on 
the well-being of their 
immedime fi^ilies and 
their larger communities. 
In my county, as in many 
other societies, the rural 
woman lemains the anchor 
of her family and. in many 
ways* of the communitj'. 

Wth ediu:ation, training 
and income-generation 
opportunities, she can raise 
fCH^ productiem and meet 
her (^Idren’s nuuiuonal 
needs* ^ach them good 
health and environmental 
practices, and improve her 
family’s overall quality of 
life. In our work at the 
family and local communi- 
ty levels, wt have succeed- 
^ in creating a national 
and regional model for 
comprehensive develop- 
ment, which addresses the 
integrated needs of those 
communities, with a spe- 
cial emphaitis on the 
empowerment of women. 
This holistic approach has 
proved to be a most effec- 
tive way to promote devel- 
opment that is sustainable 
and equit«d)!e on most 
every level. 

Rural women may very 
well be a key to solving the 
challenge of increasing 
food pi^uction in a world 
plagued by environmental 
stress. lural out-migration, 
hi^ population growth, 
and competing interests 
over ^ite natural 
resources. If they are to 
fulfill that potential, their 
different needs must be 
addressed in a coroprehen- 
»ve and integrated manner. 

The world can produce 
more food in the shon term 
through bio-technologies, 
crop diversification and 
rotation, integrated pest 
management and other sci- 
entific and technical 
means. But in the long 
' tMi%. Jhere ^hie yements. 
if nol'^orapanii5d -l>y - 
equitable and balanced 
development, will remain 
vulnerable to the wider 


threats of social turbulence 
and political instability, 
especially in agrarian soci- 
eties where the basic pro- 
duction unit — the family 
— is under social, econom- 
ic. environmental and 
political pressure. 

The fast pace of rural- 
urban migration today — 
typically, first the men 
abandon the land, then the 
women and children fol- 
low — demonstrates how 
economic and environmen- 
tal pressures ravage' rural 
communities and aggra- 
vate food insecurity. In Jor- 
dan. for example, this 
human migration rose 
sharply in the past decade 
to reach a total of 75 per 
cent of the total rural popu- 
lation, up from 37 per cent 
in the 1950s. 

We can only reverse this 
destructive cycle ■ that 
aggravates food insecurity 
by decentralising develop- 
ment planning and deci- 
sion making, thereby 
empowering rural commu- 
nities. and by ensuring a 
more equitable distribution 
of development benefits. 

Political instability, mili- 
tary conflict and occupa- 
tion, ethnic tensions, and 
autocratic governance are 
factors that disrupt eco- 
nomic life, undermine per- 
sonal initiatives and hinder 
food security throughout 
the world. Furthermore, 
military expenditures, 
which are accorded the 
highest priority by most 
governments, usurp a dis- 
proportionate amount of 
national economic 

resources from urgent 
human development priori- 
ties. The vicious cycle of 
international arms dealing 
and conflict depletes 
economies, cripples devel- 
opment and creates a 
destructive pattern of 
decadency. - - 

Mng Hussein* unfortu- 
nately, was unable to 
attend this summit due to 


pressing commitments at 
home and in our region. 
Had he been able to 
address you in person, he 
would have spoken in 
greater detail about the 
linkages between a soci- 
ety's stability and produc- 
tivity and the wider politi- 
cal environment. 

The peoples of the Mid- 
dle East are well aware of 
the critical importance of 
peace and stability to pros- 
perity and qualiQr of life. 
While we continue to seek.' 
at the political level, a just 
and comprehensive peace 
in our region, we are strug- 
gling to build on the histor- 
ical achievements of recent 
years to lay foundations of 
mutually beneficial intra- 
regional and inter-regional 
economic cooperation, that 
will inspire the confidence, 
trust and hope needed for 
building an enduring 
peace. The ongoing third 
Middle Easi/North Africa 
(MENA) economic sum- 
mit in Cairo is intended to 
further expand that cooper- 
ation. 

We must also hope that 
the MEMA countries and 
their intemationaJ parmers 
will recognise the impor- 
tance of ensuring the role 
and needs of women, espe- 
ciaUy rural women, will 
figure more prominently in 
future plans and projects. 

We. in Jordan, believe 
that moving towards food 
security requires that rural 
women, small farmers, and 
others at coramuni^ level 
who play such an impor- 
tant role in food production 
should particip^ actively 
in the political and eco- 
nomic decision-making 
process, within an enabling 
and satis^'ing enviroiunent 
of domestic political jus- 
tice and regional peace. 
Our efforts to empower 
rural women reflect a 
belief that we share with 
the ISC, that they can be 
insmimental in responding 


to some of the major 
national and global chal- 
lenges. such as food in.se- 
curity, rural-urban migra- 
tioD. high population 
growth, and environmental 
stress. 

On behalf of the Interna- 
tional Steering Committee, 
I would like to thank His 
Holiness Pope John Paul J[ 
for his pertinent and 
impiortant message in pro- 
moting an ethic of solidari- 
ty and equitable sharing of 
resources; and His Excel- 
lency President ScaJfaro 
and the government of 
Italy for their support for 
the invaluable work of the 
Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO). the 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) and the Internation- 
al Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), and 
for their support to this 
summit; His Excellency 
the United Nations’ secre- 
tary-general for his contin- 
uing support and emphasis 
on the vital and essential 
role women play in devel- 
opment and finally to the 
Director-General of FAO 
His Excellency Jacques 
Diouf, our host, for invit- 
ing the International Steer- 
ing Committee to partici- 
pate at this meeting and in 
particular for his excep- 
tional commitment evident 
in the increasing focus at 
FAO on the importance of 
addressing the needs and 
empowering and mobilis- 
ing women throughout the 
world to achieve the goals 
of this summit and of the 
FAO. On behalf of the 
members of the Intema- 
nonal Steering Comrainee 
I urge yon to keep the issue 
of rur^ women a high pri- 
ority on national and inter- 
national agendas. 


region Cairo conference shrouded by uncertainties of peace process 
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(Continued from page 1) 

the siege on Israel but the 
Palestinians now find them- 
selves besieged by Israel.” 
It was obvious that this 
message appeared to have 
sunk in among a good num- 
ber of the official Arab del- 
egates and businessmen at 
the conference. Very few 
Arabs were seen wander- 
ing into the blue and white 
Israeli business centre at 
the conference hall and 
they did not bother to hang 
around and talk with Israeli 
officials and businessmen 
there. 

(Israeli journalists were 
hardly seen at the press 
centre of the conference. 
They preferred to operate 
out of the heavily fortified 
third floor of a nearby 
hotel). 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times there, Dan Meridor, 
the Israeli finance minister, 
stressed the “warm wel- 
come” and business-as- 
usual treatment which, he 
said, the Israeli delegation 
bad received at the confer- 
ence. 

“We do not feel isolated 
at all,” said Mr. Meridor. 
But, he agreed, a snagged 
peace process does not 
bode well for business. 
Howevec. Israel is not 
responsible for the prob- 


MENA meeting 
calls on Israel to 
implement signed 
^reements 

(CoDtinaed from pagel) 
ference for the region is to be 
held in Doha, one of only 
two Gulf c^itals along with 
Muscat to have taken steps 
towards normali sation with 
Israel. 

Negotiations over Israel’s 
delayed militaiy withdrawal 
most of the West Bank 
town of Hebron, seen as key 
•to unblocking the Arab- 
Isiaeli peace process, donu- 
the opening day of the 
conference.lt raised its head 
again Thursday with tbe final 
statement call for the imple- 
mentation of accords. 


lems in the peace process, 
he said. All Palestinian 
I^sidem Yasser Aiufat had 
to do was “make that little 
final decision” and an 
agreeniem on Israeli rede- 
ployment in Hebron could 
be signed, clearing the way 
for the crucial negotiations 
on refugees, Jerusalem and 
other issues. 

Implicitly contradicting 
Mr. Meridon, several Israeli 
businessmen admitted that 
they could have fared better 
in trying to deal with Arab 
counterparts if it had not 
been for the clouds in the 
peace process. 

“Perhaps we understand 
the reasons behind the gov- 
emmeni’s position” vis-a- 
vis the negotiations with 
the Palestinians, said one of 
them. “But it does not mean 
that we approve of the posi- 
tion. The heavy undenone 
here is an Arab message 
that *yes, we can discuss 
business, but no real busi- 
ness until you move posi- 
tively towards the Palestini- 
ans’.’' 

It was the European 
Union (EU) which implic- 
itly put the U.S. on the 
docks. 

Dick Spring, the Irish for- 
eign minister whose coun- 
try chairs the rotating presi- 
dency of the EU. did not 
directly refer to the United 


States but the theme of his 
speech at the opening of the 
conference could not be 
mistaken. In essence, he 
said that the Europeans, 
who have traditionally 
strong geopolitical and eco- 
nomic involvement in the 
Middle East and have 
strategic intere.s(s at .stake 
in the region, could not sit 
back and watch the peace 
process being destroyed. 
Europe, he declared, was 
going to try everything pos- 
sible to put the process 
back on track whether any- 
one liked it or not. 

U.S. Secreiaiy of State 
Warren Christopher sought 
to shift the focus to the pos- 
itive achievements of the 
peace process and the relat- 
ed economic developments. 
Tbe record number of par- 
ticipants in the Cairo con- 
ference. he said, was a 
“vote of confidence” in the 
peace process. 

The snags in the peace 
negotiations, he said, were 
being addressed and it was 
only a matter of time before 
the process was back on 
track. In the meantime, he 
added, governments and 
businesses should move 
ahead and consolidate 
moves to strengthen region- 
al economic cooperation. 

Bui not many were con- 
vinced.The general mood 


among the wealthy Asian 
countries attending the con- 
ference was summed up by 
an Asian diplomat: 

“For many years we have 
been hoping for a break- 
through in the peace 
process and it happened in 
1993 (when the Palestini- 
ans and Israel signed the 
iruerim autonomy accords). 
But now, three years later, 
we find ourselves facing 
the possibility of a total 
block in the process.” 

It is not simply Ihe prob- 
lems over an Israeli rede- 
ployment in Hebron that is 
wonying, said the . diplo- 
mat, “The question here is: 
Given the fundamental 
problems posed by the 
Israeli position, what is the 
face of the peace negotia- 
tions when it enters the 
final status stage? 

“How can we convince 
ourselves chat there is light 
at the end of the tunnel and 
then convey that to our 
businessmen and encourage 
them to do business here? 

“There has to be strong 
and fast movements in tbe 
peace process towards a 
solution chat addresses all 
aspects of the conflict. 
Until chat is achieved and 
we see the tangible results 
on the ground, all grand 
economic plans will remain 
largely in Umbo.” 


Hebron negotiations have 
made no progress — Arafat 


(Contmaed from page 1) 

bargaining table on Sunday. 

Israel army radio said Fri- 
day that Jewish settlers had 
drawn up plans to expand 
the Hebron enclaves and 
the settlement of lOryai 
Alba next to Hebron into a 
city of 25,(X)0 during Mi. 
Netanyahu's four years in 
office. Tbe radio said the 
Hebron senlers had operat- 
ed under th'e premise that 
with Mr. Netanyahu in 
office, redeployment plans 
would be cancelled. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s determi- 
nation to go through w'ith 


redeployment al.so cost him 
another key constituency 
^ the ultra-orthodox 
Habad Movement which in 
the la.st days before the 
May 29 election had cov- 
ered the country with stick- 
ers saying: ’’Netanyahu. 
It’s good for the Jews." 
Habad support was seen os 
crucial in giving Mr. 
Netanyahu his razor-thin 
maigin of victory over Mr. 
Shimon Peres. 

Asked Friday whether 
Mr. Netanyahu was no 
longer good for the Jews, 
Hmuel Hefer, a Habad 
leader, said: ‘’We don't 


deal in slogans. But we are 
disappointed by a breach of 
promise." 

The Haaretz daily said the 
Shin Bet security service 
decided to increase the 
number of bodyguards pro- 
tecting Mr. Netanyahu ^er 
new threats were made 
against the prime minister's 
life. 

Mr. Netanyahu's prede- 
cessor, Yitzhak Rabin, was 
assassinated a year ago by a 
Jewish extremist 0 |^osed 
to the government’s land- 
for-peace agreements with 
the Palestinians. 



D on’t Let Life Slow You Down* 


Due to popular demand 
offer extended 
to December 3 1®*^ , 96. 

Get 100 Minutes 
Free From Fastlink. 

Sign-up now for Fastlink cellular service and we’ll give 
you 100 minutes free on your next month's bill. 

It’s that easy! 

100 minutes free air time for all new subscribers. 


Fastlink 

GSfini' 

For more information please call Fastlink at: Tel. 863750 or 111 from your cellular 













Economy 


Jordan Times, Saturday, November 16, 1996 


World Bank calls for privatisation 
of region’s infrastructure 


Free trade makes waves at food summit 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
World Bank called here 
Thursday for privatisation 
of infrastructure projects 
to help bolster stable 
development in the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa. 

The World Bank 
stressed that privatisation 
“brings the promise of 
better, faster and cheaper 
ways of providing the ser- 
vices tbarlink economies 
and improve lives." 

Kamal Dervis. World 
Bank vice president for 
the Middle East and 
North Africa, said the 
lack of foreign invest- 
ment- flow to the region 
was due to shortcomings 
in essential services. 

Education and health 
should remain in the 
hands of the government, 
Mr. Dervis said, but other 
sen'ices should be hand- 
ed over to tlie private sec- 
tor which can -ensure a 
cheaper and better perfor- 
mance. 

Consumers would be 
willing to pay more to 
obtain better services, the 


official said. 

He urged the countries 
of the region to learn 
from the World Bank's 
experience in sealing 
contracts, legislation on 
transparency, price mech- 
anisms, consumer rights 
and the settling of con- 
flicts. 

The World Bank also 
highlighted the shortcom- 
ings of essential services 
in the region, where it 
said 45 million people, 
most of them in rural 
areas, “do not have access 
to safe drinking water." 

“Only 20 per cent of 
urban waste water is 
treated compared with 60 
to 70 per cent in the Unit- 
ed States and Europe," it 
said. 

According to the World 
Bank, electricity produc- 
tion in the Middle East 
and North Africa is low 
when compared to other 
countries with similar 
levels of income. 

“With respect to roads, 
only Algeria. Israel and 
three Gulf states are at or 


above the lower middle 
income country average 
in terms of kilometres of 
paved roads," the World 
Bank said. 

Among those at or 
below the low income 
country average it listed 
Lebanon. Egypt, Tunisia, 
Jordan, Morocco and 
Yemen. 

It gave the thumbs down 
for the telecommunica- 
tions network in most 
regional countries, noting 
that in some countries 
users need to wait for up 
to a decade to obtain a 
telephone line. 

“And even after service 
is installed, users have to 
put up with only about a 
third of their calls getting 
connected." it said. 

And to combat illitera- 
cy. poverty, disease and 
secure millions of Jobs, 
non-oil producing coun- 
tries in the region must 
aim for a si.x per cent tar- 
get growth. 

To meet all these tar- 
gets. the region needs 
S360 billion of invest- 


ments a year until the 
year 2010. with the 
largest chunk of S240 bil- 
lion for non-oil produc- 
ing countries alone, the 
World Bank said. 

In 1995, total invest- 
ments in the region stood 
at $140 billion. 

Tlie World Bank listed 
seven countries which 
have already launched 
infrastructure projects, in 
addition to the conflict- 
scarred Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank. 

It said they needed a 
total of $220 billion over 
the next 14 years, or 
about $15.7 billion a 
year. 

A total of $11 billion 
could be secured by these 
countries — Hgypt. 
Lebanon, Tunisia, Jordan, 
Morocco. Algeria and 
Yemen — with the World 
Bank putting up $1>5 bil- 
lion and the private sec- 
tor just over $3 billion a 
year, the World Bank 
said. 


G-10 central bankers 
upbeat global economy 


give 

report 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) 
— Central bankers iiom 
the world's le^ing indus- 
trial nations have given an 
upbeat assessment of the 
global economy, noting 
with .satisfaction that 
growth was purring along 
and inflation was under 
control. 

Oil prices also seemed to 
be receding from recent 
peaks and currency 
exchange markets were 
mostly calm, .said- Hans 
Tietmeyer, of 

J3ermanyi:s.pawerful Bun- 
desbaok ffi^*diainnan of 
the Gioup*’6f 10 CG-IO) 
committee of central 
bunkers. 

“Tile picture is that there 
seems to be further (eco- 
nomic) improvement on a 
worldwide level," Mr. Tiet- 
meyer told reporters after 
he and his colleagues held 
their monthly meeting at 
the Bank for International 
Senlements (BIS) in Basle. 

Wiiile maintaining a cen- 
tral banker’s tra^tional 


wariness on inflation, he 
said the situation seemed 
to be well in hand. 

“Monetary authorities 
have always to be vigilant, 
but for the time being it 
seems to be the case that 
the inflationary situation 
all in all is a positive one," 
Mr. Tetm^er said. 

'"1 am talking about 
worldwide," he added, 
declimng to be specific 
when asked about outlook 
for inflation in -the United 
States. 

Mr.-Tietmeyer said Fed- 
eral Reserve Board Chair- 
man Alan Greenspan 
briefed the group on eco- 
nomic prospects in the 
United States, but he gave 
few details about what was 
said behind closed doors. 

“All in all we see that the 
current trends are mostly 
favourable. This is espe- 
cially the case in the Unit- 
ed States...The short-term 
outlook seems to be 
favourable," Mr. Tietmeier 
said. 


Japan was benefltring 
from improving consumer 
coafldence and spending 
supported by an improved 
latour markeL 
“In Japan, the upward 
trend is continuing," he 
said, but added: “Of 

course, much depends on 
what will he done in the 
next fiscal year.” 

There were also signs of 
teal improvement in 
Europe. Mr. Tietmeyer 
added. 

“There is the continua- 
-tion of growth in the Unit-, 
ed Kingdom and some 
upward trend in some con- 
tinental countries — the 
Netherlands, Germany, 
and to some extent in 
France,” he said. 

Central bankers thought 
the outlook for inflation in 
Italy had also improved 
after being brief<kl by 
Bank of Italy Governor 
Antonio Fazio. 

Mr. Tietmeyer played 
down the piotennal infla- 
tionary danger high oil 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Swampy lenain 
6 As a matter 
of — 

10 WWII battle 
locale 

14 Rugged 
mountain crest 

15 Tennis great 

16 Repulsive 
person 

17 Wish for 
longingly 

16 Daze 

1 9 Helping hand 

20 Start of a 
Jonson quote 

23 Fiia 

24 Type of poker 

25 Make obscure 

28 Work unit 

31 Ermines 

35 Swiss river 

36 Damocles' 
menace 

38 Monetary gain ' 

39 Discolor 

41 Observe 

42 Moral precept 

43 Aquarium 
inliabitant 

44 Baker's need 

46 Devour 

47 Tries hard 

49 Numerical prefix 

50 Appends 

51 Cooling desserts 

53 Sunbathefs 

objective 

55 End of quote 

61 O'Hara estate 

62 Raced 

63 Daytime TV fare 

65 Religious statue 

66 Constantly 

67 Beginning 

68 — Blanc 

69 Make over 

70 Fountain and 
Rose 

DOWN 

1 Merry month . 

2 "My luve is like 
— , red rose"’ 
(Bums) 

3 Raise 
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ROME (R) — Free trade 
burst onto the agenda of a 
summit called to fight 
hunger as Pope John Paul 
urged the world to put 
humaniQ' before profit 
while the United States 
oiged developing nations to 
fr^ their markets. 

Ibe Pope urged leaders at 
the U.N.’s World Food 
Summit to devise policies 
“based not just on profit but 
also solidarity and sharing" 
to feed the world’s 840 mil- 
lion under-nourished. 

l^tbout that effort the 
struggle against the hunger 
would come to nothing, he 
told the summit of nearly 
200 nations gathered to 
halve the world's hungiy- 
pc^ulation in 20 years. 

Afiican governments 
seized on the Pope's appeal, 
saying the global race 
towa^ open markets was 
unfair to them while 
wealthy nations continued 
to suti^idise their own farm- 
ers. 

“In as much ^ the devel- 
oped countries still contin- 
ue to subsidise agricul- 
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ture...this free trade is real- 
ly working against us." 
Ghana's Food and Agricul- 
tuie Minister Steve Obim- 
peh told Reuters on the 
margins of the five-day 
summit. 

Nigeria's farm mini ster 
said free market rules were 
welcome if everyone could 
compete on equal terms and 
avoid upheaval. 

“They should not put any- 
country at a disadvantage or 
create traumas that gener- 
ate conflicts within coun- 
tries to prevent them from 
forming and creating food 
for themselves." Gambo 
Jimeta told Reuters. 

The United States, how- 
ever, issued a fbrcefljl call 
for greater liberalisation, 
saying it would favour 
those who showed the will 
to improve their own food 
situation. 

“Free and fair trade pro- 
motes global prosperity and 
plenty." Agriculture Secre- 
tary Dan GUckman. leading 
the U.S. delegation, said in 
a formal addins. 

"The leaders of the devel- 
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oping world must be fur- 
thest out front. They alone 
can enact the reforms nec- 
essary to pull their coun- 
tries out of poverty and 
dependence," he said. 

“In a time of limited 
resources, the United States 
stands ready to help those 
nations that demonstrate 
the political will necessary 
to achieve food security," 
he said. 

The United States is the 
world's largest food aid 
donor and food exporter 
but has seen its assistance 
budgets come under 
increasing congressional 
pressure in recent years. 

U.S. officials said Wash- 
ington increasingly saw 
trade- as a way of easing 
hunger by solving underly- 
ing problems of poverty. 

Summit hosts at the U.N. 
food and ^riculture organ- 
isation have been at pains 
to prevent clashes over 
trade policy. which 
plagued seven-year negoti- 
ations for a 1994 global 
trade pact, diverting the 
meeting from its mam task 
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prices posed, saying the 
recent price rise had 
peaked. 

“The highest level is 
behind us. There has been 
some decline, but oil prices 
are still relatively hi^ and 
much depends on the 
fiiture of the supplier side, 
which means the Iraqi 
question, and further 
demand," he said. 

He was refeiring to 
prospects that a stalled oil- 
fbr-fbod deal between Iraq 
and the United NatiioDs 
"would move ahead. 

Mr. Tietmeyer said cen- 
tral bank governors saw 
world currency mark^ as 
relatively quiet at die 
moment and did not come 
up at the G-10 meeting, 
which traders watch with 
interest for clues about pol- 
icy, 

“We have not discussed 
the cuneocy markets 
because it seems all in aU 
relatively quiet now," Mr. 
Tietmeyer said. 

The G-10 actually com- 
prises 1 1 countries — the 
United States, Germany. 
Japan, France, Britain, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Bel- 
gium. Sweden, Switzer- 
land and Canada. 
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so IT S BEEN RAIN1N6 
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4 Rigid 

5 Hair dye 

6 Observe Lent 

7 Concerning 

8 Pais 

9 Doctrines 

10 Prominent one 

1 1 Work arduously 

12 Woman 

13 Work by 
Keats 

21 Was aware 

22 Avenue of 
escape 

25 Sew loosely 

26 Rubber source 

27 Imitate Cicero 

29 Optimistic 

30 Welcome 

32 Suffered pain 

33 Group df three 

34 Religious orders 

36 Seize 
unexpectedly 

37 Beloved 

40 Vexing thing 
45 Location 
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48 Hunting dog 
50 Whatever 
person 
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56 Press 
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58 Pianist Peter 

59 Orient 
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61 Tmy — 

64 Urban rtes. 










of reducing hunger. 

But delegates said dear 
differences remained over 
how quickly developing 
countries should join the 
global economy. 

Developing nations 
agreed in 1994 to lower 
import tariffs for farm 
goods in exchange for cuts 
in U.$. and European 
export aid, which they 
blame for driving their o\vu 
fanners out of jobs. 

The European Union EU) 
recently restored export 
subsidies for grain after a 
year of record prices. 

The United States ha.s 
criticised the EU move, but 
Mr. Glickman told Reuters 
he had not ruled out reintro- 
ducing the U.S. govern- 
ment's own subsidy pro- 
grammes in response. 

Exporters themselves 
failed to put on a united 
front at the summit. 

Canada's Farm Minister 
Ralph Goodale said other 
nations with surpluses 
should “rid the world of one 
ofthe most grievous instru- 
ments of food production 
distortion: Export subsi- 
dies”. 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SAT- 
URDAY, NOVEMBER 
16, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 .to 
April 19) Your feUow asso- 
ciates have good ideas to 
talk over with you in the 
evening. This can lead to 
better undeisianding for 
foe days ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You are able to 
gain fine benefits today 
and tonight. Discuss with a 
financial advisor bow to 
add to your abundance for 
the future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Spend some time 
-•wlA follow . associates 
'today, and plain the. next 
few days wisely. The 
evening can be very happy 
socially with good friends. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Tlie 
day today can be most 
charming with the one you 
love and much happiness 
is possible. Make fine 
plans for the days ahead 
with an expert 
LEO: (July 22 to Au^t 
21) Getting friends to join 
with you and your family 
at festive activities can 
make tiiis a de ligh tful for 
your close friends aniJ 1^ 
loved ones. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to 
September 22) This is a 
good day to remember big- 
I wigs- OD this festive day 
I today, and show them par- 
I ticular thought Invite sev- 
eral close friends in to 
your borne. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) This is a good 
day to start writing tiwnk- 
you notes, for nice gifts 
you receive, especially 
those you have received 
from out of town. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Your 
uitnition is good and you ' 
can establish greater har- 
mony with your mate at 
this time. Later tonight 
you can discuss whatever 
is practical. ^ 

SAGITTARIUS: ^ 

(November 22 lo Decem- 
ber 2 1 ) You have an oppor- 
tunity to help others out of 
their con^ion today. 
Enjoy a fine fomily dinner 
with your loved ones tUs 
evening. • 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber ^ to January 20) This 
is a good day to onder- 
stand every phase of any 
situation 'and clarify- it 
Bring more cheer into the 
lives of otbtt you come 
into contact 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to Febniaiy 19) Be your 
gregarious self today and 
see as mai^ good friends 
as you can in the days 
^ead. Show much affec- 
tions for your mate and 
loved ones. 

PISCES; (February 20 to 
March 20) Horne is the 
centre of activity today 
and much happ'mess cag 
reign there. Invite out- 
siders to visit your htaie 
and have a festive time. 

Birthstone of November: 
Topaz — Tlger»sEw_ 
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Israel, Egypt still far apart on 
Riviera project for Red Sea 


del4^Ji7 
puntrie, t 4ei 


lobal 






l'«4 


g^^ed 
nporx 
oods 
^ U.S 
xpon 




ai<{ 


^centU 

car of rp... . . &ds 


™'P;«dlhcFl'*', 


-te.' 

U.^ 


CA^RO (AFP) — A pro- 
' jeci to set up a Red Sea 
■•Riviera" linking Egypt- 
' jan, Israeli and Jordanian 
i resorts remains elusive 
: two years after its launch- 
< ing amid differences 
'^e forT’ between Egypt and Israel. 
“Hvin,. tey di^erence 

revolves around the sei- 
dng tm of a radar by the 
U.S. firm Lockheed Mar- 
tin to monitor any ship- 
ping violation in the 
Strut of Tiran, at the 
mouth of the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 

Refael Benvenisti of 
Israel said his country 
was firmly opposed to tlie 
radar, stressing that the 
Strait of Tiran “was the 
subject of a war" and not- 
ing that the project was 
an Egyptian conception. 

“All of us must remem- 
ber that the Strait of Tiran 
is a very sensitive area 
that was the subject of a 
war and we must be reas- 
sured that all parties share 
the Gulf of Aqaba." 
Benvenisti told a regional 
economic forum in Cairo. 
The closure of the strait 
« —cun by former Egyptian presi- 
FOREC.\STfS' dMl Gama] AMul Nasser 
URDAY, Novfb triggered the 1967 Arab- 
16, Israeli war because Eilat 
is IsraeTs main gate to the 

By i/io/na'. 

■■^itrohser.Cir 

Bishier Fow^ 




Ir. 

^ had noi ruig. 

ucing the 
lent' 


CiKjduie:^; 


romauht „ 

Canada^ 

:aJph - 
ations 

EipJ' 

les . ^ 




Far East. 

Daniel Spoor of Lock- 
heed Manin explained 
that the radar “will pro- 
vide an alert to operators 
.should a vessel create a 
dangerous situation or 
violate regulations." 

It would also help pre- 
vent vessel ■ grounding 
and collision and protect 
the natural resources of 
the area — home to the 
resorts of Aqaba (Jordan), 
Eilat (Israel) and Taba 
(Egypt) — and rich in 
corals and rare fish and 
fauna. 

A senior Egyptian offi- 
cial who declined to be 
named dismissed Israeli 
concern. 

"Israel has fears of a 
military nature, although 
it is pretexting freedom of 
shipping in the Gulf. The 
Jewish state simply does 
not want an Egyptian 
radar that would control 
its maritime traffic in this 
strategic strait," the offi- 
cial said. 

The Riviera project — a 
series of 35 development 
schemes worth $2.2 bil- 
lion — is aimed at link- 
in|! Taba, Eilat and Aqaba 
with an 85 kilometre 
highway in a bid to bol- 
ster regional tourism. 


It would allow tourists 
to move without restric- 
tion in these three resorts 
to take in the desert 
scenes of the Sinai, 
explore the undersea 
wealth in Eilat, trek 
across the Negev Desert 
or Jordan's Wadi Rum 
and relax on an .Aqaba 
beach. 

It also stipulated the 
creation of three airports 
and ports and the con- 
struction of more hotels 
in the area. 

In addition three centres 
for the prevention and 
control of oil slicks 
would be set up worth 
$10 million and would 
be financed by the Euro- 
pean Union, Japan and 
the three neighbouring 
countries. 

"The area suffers from 
40 to SO oil spills per year 
because of marine trans- 
portation," Mr. Benvenisti 
said. 

"Nature is the main 
asset of this region. We 
have to protect it and be 
sure that this porcelain 
museum is not disrupted." 
said the chairman of 
Egypt Tourism Develop- 
ment Authority, Adel 
Radi. 
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World Bank acknowledges 
error in rural loan curbs 


ROME (R) — The World 
Bank acknowledged on 
Thursday it made mis- 
takes in reducing support 
for Third World agricul- 
ture and pledged to 
spend more to tackle 
rural poverty. 

World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn said 
the multilateral lender 
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ove and not deliberately but it 
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lions for the ©i: reversed," 

\ iih an e.vpeit ^ jje told reporters at a 
>EO: iJul> -U.N. food summit. 

II 1 Gening Ih®? “I believe that in terms 
vith you JDdjw of poverty alleviation. 
it fesiiie ac^*| when 70 per cent of the 
nake this a world's poor are in rural 
doe ii&‘ areas it is essential that 
we give much greater 
focus to rural develop- 
ment," he said. 
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He agreed with a 
reporter at a new.s con- 
ference who said World 
Bank spending on agri- 
culture had more than 
halved to $2.6 billion 
from $6 billion over the 
past 10 years. But he said 
he expected the spending 
to rise “signincanily" 
from there. 

The Washington-based 
bank, . whose clients are 
governments outside the 
industrialised world, said 
in papers issued at the 
World Food Summit that 
raising farmers’ incomes 
was vital to meeting the 
summit's goal of halving 
global hunger in 20 
years. 

But on the summit 
sidelines, the bank drew 
criticism from action 
groups who said its free- 
markei philosophy was 
keeping Third World 
nations in the rut of 
poverty and hunger. 

Spanish-based Genetic 
Resources Action 

International (GRAIN) 
accused the bank of 
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“If we borrow $60,000 we can 
get completely out of debt.” 
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that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold end Mike ArRirten 


Unsciamble these four Jumbles, 
one teller to each square, lo form 
four oiijbiary words. 
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Now arrange the dieted toners to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

adage occuh exhale soci^ 

What a news vendor Bees to get m sub zero 

wealhar — COLO CASH 


telling the world that 
"feeding corporate cof- 
fers is more important 
than feeding people". 

Plans by the bank to 
push agriculture to the 
top of its agenda "stem 
less from concern for the 
well-being of rural peo- 
ple around the world 
than from recognition of 
the enormous potential 
for the market economy 
in this' arena." it said. 

Mr. Wolfensohn. chat- 
ting in a relaxed way as 
he defended the bank's 
goals, said he was open- 
minded about many criti- 
cisms but be knew of no 
better way to cure hunger 
than to encourage trade. 
The bank wanted to 
spread support for agri- 
culture down the food 
chain to help farmers 
improve their income. 

He related how farmers 
he had seen in India had 
been encouraged to grow 
taller maize by increas- 
ing their yields but had 
no" better way to get it to 
market than on a bicycle. 

Mr. Wolfensohn also 
used the summit to 
announce fresh moves to 
help some of the poorest 
countries deal with 
heavy debt. 
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D AJ AN! 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made 
A truly unique shop. 


in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


SrUMOHAIG 

ProfTMODil QoaliM in 
1 How Service 

Develop yow> oolow Sbo ac 
ow shop ukI leu- 

• jummo pkmf 


• Wrmm mmimrpm- 
mmmt 20 x J9 cm 

Shmeisui-B. Ori. Grindtam 
Bmk. Phone: WMl 
Swefleh Kl: 823891 




FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
sVILLAS 



BYBLOS 

829682-829861 


I SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
I GASTRONOMY 
^''NewXowSeiiwff' 



■EAl ESTATE 


HOTI 


863944 

Swei.^ 


FOR 
I RENT 

I DciU.xl- \ lii.is 

■-D 

^ Appanmems 
in A.rp.mun 


Fbr details please oell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



HOTEL APARTMENTS 


TEIE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
lEmTRIATES A FAMILIES 

SJNCE1985 

' SPECIAL PRICES ^ 
■FOR LONGT^ - SEAVj 


-ABDOIN- 

TLL. H1U150. FAX .S27113 



in 


Leonardo da Vinoi 

Authentic l-talian Cuielna 
Eetabliehad 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30- 1130 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Valldt Parto^ 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VR.LAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
HEAL ESTATE 


I LL 

LAX : 704414 


HappiittMps 


OIW DAILY FROM 
. 10AJI-1A.M 
Tel. 5537199 . 
Fax 898537 

Umxn Utbaina 
beblnd San Rock 
Hotel 


CROuyri norcL 


- INDOOR HEHTED 
SWIMMING POOL 
-SflUNR.JACUZZif 
& MRSSRCE 
•FITNESS ROOM 
TENNIS & SOURSH . 

COURTS 

TEL 758180 

RROfQ&TUSTimON RD.J 




Rgiiau/ieuit 

‘Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 
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10 Sports 


IOC plays numbers 
game for Sydney 2000 


CANCUN. Mexico (AP) — 
Olympic o1ficial$ are meet- 
ing in Mexico this week to 
look back at Atlanta and 
look ahead to Sydney. 

While Atlanta organisers 
give their final report on last 
summer's troubled centen- 
nial Olympics, Sydney offi- 
cials are braced for a show- 
down with the IOC over the 
number of athletes for the 
2000 Games. 

The International 

Olympic Committee (IOC) 
will also complete the 
sports lineup for Sydney — 
including whether to drop 
Whitewater kayaking — and 
hear progress reports from 
organisers of the Winter 
Games in Nagano. Japan, in 
1998 and Salt Lake City in 
2002. 

And U.S. boxer Roy Jones 
Jr. could find out whether 
his controversial loss at the 
1988 Olympics resulted 
from bribes to judges. 

The IOC executive board 
is holding four days of 
meetings in this beach 
resort. Also in session is the 
general assembly of the 
world's 197 national 
Olympic committees, head- 
ed by Mexican media mag- 
nate Mario Vasquez Rana. 

Billy Payne, head of 


Atlanta's organising com- 
mittee. may hear more criti- 
cism of the rampant com- 
mercialism and the trans- 
portation and technology 
problems that tarnished the 
event. 

A report by Europe's 
national Olympic commit- 
tees is scathing on several 
Iroms, including accomoda- 
tion. transportation and 
commercialisation. 

Bob Brennan, a 
spokesman for the Atlanta 
Committee for the Olympic 
Games, said the complaints 
were nothing new. He reit- 
erated that Atlanta's city 
government, not ACOG. 
was responsible for allow- 
ing the proliferation of 
vending s talls . 

Despite reports and specu- 
lation of a possible deficit. 
Payne is expected to con- 
firm the Games at least 
broke even and may even 
show a small surplus. 

With the balance sheets 
not expected to be complet- 
ed until next year. Atlanta 
oiganisers said they are less 
than $ 1 5 million away from 
meeting the SI. 7 billion 
budget. 

Sydney organisers, who 
meet with the IOC board 
Saturday, were alarmed 


when IOC President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch 

announced last month there 
would be an increase of up 
to 600 athletes from the pre- 
viously forecast total of 
10 , 000 . 

‘*We have to draw a line in 
the sand,” Australian 
Olympic committee 

President John Coates said, 
*This is a very vexed issue 
and an emotional one.” 
Samaranch said the host 
city contract signed by 
Sydney officials when they 
were awarded the Games in ' 
1993 stipulated the partici- 
pation of a minim um — not 
maximum — of 10.000 
competitors. 

”The host city contract 
says SOCOG shall build a 
village for at least 10,(X)0 
athletes,” said Jacques 
Rogge, a Belgian who 
heads the IOC's coordina- 
tion commission for the 
Sydney Games. 

“At the same time, our 
general desire is to keep as 
close as possible to 10,000,” 
Rogge said. 'The oiganisers 
have to respect the contract. 
But we will be reasonable. 
I'm sure the figure will be 
not very far from 10,000.” 
Rogge said the IOC 
should also finalise the 
sports programme for 
Sydney. None of the 26 
sports which featured in 
Atlanta is expected to be 
cut, although there could be 
tinkering with certain 
events. 

“There will be slight 
adaptations to the Atlanta 
programme.” said Rogge, a 
member of the IOC panel 
making recommend^ons 
on Sydney's sports lineup. 
“There will be some 
changes, but not revolution- 
ary ones. It's more like a 
fine-tuning.” 

Witb . ti^Gi^lon and taek- 
won^ aJr^dy added, the 
IOC rniisf ^ide whether to 
retain beach volleyball and 
women's softball, both hav- 
ing made their Olympic 
debuts in Atlanta. The 
answer is expected to be 
yes. 

Less certain is the status 
of Whitewater or canoe 
slalom, one of the disci- 
plines in kayaking. Sydney 
organisers don't want the 
event, saying it would cost 
512 imllion to build a 
course with little after-use. 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TAIWAN KIRSCH 
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FROM DROSS TO GOLD TO DROSS 


North'South nilaerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*Q 94 
7 KQJ 1052 
*7 

A863 

WEST EAST 

*668 *8 

;>A78 e>d84S 

•)QJ93 0K10B642 

*KJS *106 

SOUTH 

aakjiots- 

.■OVtold! 

vilA^^as 

»r.-- 

TbebiddUi^ 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

I* Pas« 2<7 PM 

S* Pau 3* Pbm 

6* Pass Pb«b Pkm 

Opening lead: Queen of <' 

Dodarer found a wny to resusci- 
tate a seemingly moribund dummy, 
maibng six spades an excellent eon- 
tracL But one careless play nulli- 
fied all the good work. 

Despite haviog only a three-loser 
hand. Seth's holding is whit short 
of a demand bid. Once North 
rfijponded at the two-Ievd and b»k 
a spade preference, though. South 
barged straight into the sm^ slam 
in s^es. 


West led the queen of diamonds, 
and declarer was rather disappoint- 
ed with the dummy that hit the 
table. Howmer, the nine of bunps 
was a criUcaJ card, since it gave 
declarer a second sure entry to 
dummy. Declarer quickly put it to 
good use 

The diamond lead was taken in 
the closed hand, the seven of 
Dumps was led u> the nine and the 
long of hearts wan run ibr a rufRng 
Bnesse, declarer discording a club 
from hand. West reverted to dia- 
monds. forcing declarer w ruff on 
the cable. When East showedout on 
the sr^^id nAitad df tmiAps, woe' In 
dummy. South was in trouble. Two 
more dnhe were disauded on hi|^ 
hearts, but wbetber declarer tried 
to discard the remaining club or 
took tbe finesse, the defendens had 
to come to another trick. 

Declarer's technique missed the 
mark ever so slightfr. At trick two 
declarer diould have cashed the ace 
of trumra, then led the seven to the 
oine. When spades break 3-1, 
declarer still leads the king of 
hearts, but a diamond must be 
slbfled, not a dub. Now tbe defenae 
is helpless. Declarer can ruT tbe 
diamond contlnuotton in band, 
cross to the board with the quean of 
trumps and, when hearts break 4-3, 
dedarer hu all the discards needed 
without having to resort to s dub 
finesse. 


EER OPPORTUNITY 

A large multinational company opening a representative office in 

Amman requires: 

SECRETABY/OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

Must have: 

• Certificate or degree in business, commerce or other relevant field. 

• Excellent secretarial skills such as typing, filing, scheduling, 
self correspondence, etc. , 

• Equal mastery of English and Arabic 

• Excellent working knowledge of MS Word, Excel and 
Harvard Graphics or equivalent PC programs 

• Minimum 3 years experience, preferably in a 
multinational environment 

in addition to the above and in view of the expanded responsibilities 

that the position entails the ideal candidate will have: 

• Some fluency with numbers 

• The ability to grasp basic business concepts 

• The ability and eagerness to handle and coordinate various 
projects and a strong personality that allows her to grow in 
her job, acquire more responsibilities and deal confidently 
with customers, suppliers and colleagues. 

Please apply in strictest confidence with photo, references and full 

C.V. to: 

Mr. FADI R.K. CHAHROURI 
P.O.BOX 5414 
AMMAN 



Formula One world champion Damon Hiil drives out of his pit prior to a test ai 
the Suzuka Circuit HOI crashed while testing tyres for bis new Arrows team, but 
escaped unhurt (Renters photo) 


Lucky 
escape 
for Hill in 
test crash 

SUZUKA, Japan (R) — 
Formula One world cham- 
pion Damon Hill was fortu- 
nate to escape unhurt after 
crashing heavily while test- 
ing tyres for his new Arrows 
team on Thursday. 

Hill lost control of his car 
at low speed on cold tyres 
on the exit of the hairpin 
and spun around before col- 
liding with the wall on the 
inside of the track. 

The impact ripped two 
comers off the car and 
wrecked tbe gearbox, caus- 
ing the Arrows team to 
abandon testing a day early. 

Hill was driving a Ligier 
for the planned two-day test 
because he is too tall to fit in 
the Arrows car which has 
not yet been adapted for 


him. The team were evalu- 
ating the Bridgestone tyres 
which they plan using next 
season. 

The former W illiams dri- 
ver had impressed his new 
team before the accident, 
setting a best lap of one 


minu te 40.14 seconds 
which broke the lap record 
for the car by more than one 
and a half seconds. 

Hill said before testing 
began: ‘The purpose of this 
week's test is to get out 
there and establish where 


they ( Bridgestone) stand 
now and what their poten- 
tial is. 

‘There wiU be the oppor- 
tunit>’ to go into several dif- 
ferent directions I e.xpect, so 
it's important for me to get 
up to speed with them.” 


Court 
grants bail 
to Graf’s 
father 

MANNHEIM (AFP) — A 
German court Friday 
agreed to relea.se tennis star 
Steffi Grafs, father, who is 
accused of rax evasion, on 
$3.3 million bail. 

Peter Oral'. 5S. who acts 
as his dau^hIe^'^ financial 
manager, ha.^ been in jail 
since Ausum 199? on 
charges he failed to pay 
taxes on millions of mark', 
of her huge winnings. His 
trial began September 5. 

A co-defendant. Peter 
Graf's former ia.\ ad\iser 
Joachim Eckardt, was 
released on S200,0(X) bail. 

Graf is accused of fuiling- 
lo pay nearly 20 million 
marks (SI3 million) in 
ia.xes on 42 million marks 
of his daughter's earnings 
between 1989 and 1993. 


Starks sparks Knicks past Raptors; Rockets edge Pacers 



Houston Rockets center Hakeem Olajuwon looks to 
pass ofif after getting double teamed by Indiana Pacers 
Dale Davis ( R) and Reggie Miller (foreground) (Reuters 
photo) 


NEW YORK (R) — John 
Starks scored 13 of his 27 
points in the fourth quarter 
as the New Yoric Knicks 
rallied for their fourth win 
in five games, a 99-96 vic- 
tory over the young 
Toronto Raptors Thursday. 

Stalks, relegated to 
sixth-man duties this year, 
saw extensive playing time 
in the second half after 
Allan Houston turned an 
ankle early in the third 
quarter. He had 10 points 
in a 20-4 burst that turned 
on eight-point deficit into a 
91-83 lead with 3:33 to 
play. 

“I think that John gave us 
a good lift off the bench.” 
Knicks coach Jeff Van 
Gundy said. “Allan was a 
little banged, so I stayed 
with John and he played 


to come back in at tbe 
end," 

Patrick Ewing had 25 
points and nine rebounds 
for the Knicks, who beat 
Toronto for the second 
time this season aud 
improved to 6-0 all-time 
against the Raptors, who 
entered the NBA last year. 

Rookie Marcus C^by 
scored a season-high 29 
points and Damon 
Stoudamire added 26 and 
13 assists for Toronto. 


Camby, tbe second overall 
pick in the draft, is averag- 
ing 26 points in his 
thi^ games. 

“It was real tough but we 
should have'gotten the win 
tonight,” (^mby said. 
“They are a. qualip^ team. 
They say the Knicks are 
supoposed to go to the 
NBA finals, but we played 
them tough twice, so that 
says a lot about our team.” 

The Raptors led 79-71 
with 11:27 to play, but 
Starks scored 10 points 
and Ewing seven over the 
next eight minutes. 

“Give them credit, they 
made it a helter-skelter 
game,” Ewing said. 
“Fortunately, we tough- 
ened up our defence in the 
fourth quarter.” 

“1 just wanted to come 
and' be aggressive,” 
a 

team that presses. ' you 
have to take it to the bas- 
ket Once you break the 
press, you have to attack 
it." 

*The Knicks are luck^ to 
get out of here with a win.” 
Raptors coach DarrelJ 
Wi^er smd. 

In Houston. Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored nine of 
his 21 points in the final 
3:35, including tbe game- 
winning jumper with 20 
seconds to go. as the 


Rockets edged the Indiana 
Pacers 90-88 for their 
eighth victory in nine 
games. 

Charles Barkley had 2? 
points and 12 rebounds for 
tbe Rockets, who held the 
Pacers without a field goal 
over the final 4 1/2 min- 
utes as they erased a nine- 
point deficit 

“We were very formnate 
to win this game,” Rockets 
coach Rudy Tomjanovich 
said. “We didn't play good 
basketball until the fourth 
quarter.” 

In Orlando, Nick 
Anderson scored 17 points 
and Penny Hardaway 14 as 
the Magic, playing for the 
first time in six days, 
defeated the Charloae 
Hornets 96-89 for their 
third straight victory. . 

Jhe .Magic. ,who' lost 
.. thcii^'feasiOT o^j^ri’were 
playing for the first time 
since winning two games 
against the Nets in Tokyo. 
c5riando has won seven 
straight and 10 of its last 
12 games against 
, (Charlotte. All four players 
off Orlando's bench scored 
in double figures. 

At Minnesota. Tom 
Gugliotta had a season- 
high 30 points and 1 1 
rebounds as the 
Timberwolves posted con- 
secutive wins for the first 
time this season with a 
100-90 victory over the 
Dallas Mavericks. 

Minnesota (4-3), in its 
eighth year, had never 
b^n over .5(X) this late in 
a season. Miimesota has 
won five straight over the 


Mavericks and evened the 
all-tinie series at 18-18. 

In Vancouver, Blue 
Edwards scored 34 points, 
including four free throws 
down the stretch, to lead 
the Grizzlies to a 92-89 
victory over Phoenix in 
Suns' coach Cotton 
Fitzsimmons last game. 

Lawrence Moten, who 
added 20 points, hit a 


three-pointer from the 
right arc to give rhe 
Grizzlies the lead for good. 
88-87 with 28.7 seconds 
left. ;2 

Rookie Steve Nash 
scored a season-high 17 
points for the Suns (0-8). 
who along with tbe Nets 
are tbe only winless teams 
in the NBA. Fitz.simmons 
announced his retirement 
before the game. As-sisttml 
coach Danny Ainge will 
lake over. 

At Golden State. Latreli 
Sprewell and Joe Smith 
scored 26 points apiece as 
the Warriors snapped a 
four-game losing streak, 
95-86 over the Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

The Warriors recorded 
their first victory in four 
home games. 

Vin Baker had 32 points 
and 14 rebounds for 
Milwaukee, which lost fo^ 
just the second time 
seven games. 

In Los Angeles. Gary 
Payton .scored'’ nine of his 
25 points in the opening 
quarter as the Seattle 
Supersonics raced to a 10- 
poim lead and never 
trailed, defeating the 
Clippers 94-78. 

Payton added eight 
assists while Shawn Kemp 
had 20 points and grabbed 
15 boards for Seattle i6-2), 
which led by 16 points 
twice, including the .final 
margin. 


: Lfi- .- 

in th^ best location in Sweifieh.lst floor, 
consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
3 bathrooms, kitchen, independent central 
heating, big store, satellite. Area: 218 sq.m. 
Call Tel. 861505 


Celebrate French Wine Week 
' & Fine Chinese Cuisine at 
The Jade Emperor Restaurant 
from November 14th thru 22nd, receive a 
flee bottle of Bichot Wine compliments of 
'i/!' and Gengiz Khan Co. 

Located 3t2nd Grde, PassportSt 
For reservations can 658851,658850 


Abu Shakra Trading Agency 
launches the new perfume 
Acqua Di Gio from Giorgio Armani 

Mr. Rami Abu Shakra, General Manager of /\bu Shakra 
Trading Agency, presents the new perfome Acqua Di Gio 
from Giorgio Aimani by saying: 

Beauty M masculine charm are combined to make 
perfection embodied In Acqua Di Gio by Giorgio Armani. 
The symphony of nature plays its finest tunes on its 
graceful instruments, water, wind and the sun. 

Giorgio Armani is drawing a new image for a modem man, 
who would never accept anything other than perfection. 



A Niiv FeBtive Season 

.S' si*-. ' 


Introducing the Fall ‘96 collection 
Join us in celebrating this 
Festive Season of Christmas and Ramadan at the 
Jordan River Designs Showroom 
14-28 November 1 996, from 9.00 am-8.00 pm 

Spec^ choir performance on 
Sat 16 at 4:30,Tues 1 9 at 4KX). Sun 24 Nov at 5:00 pifi ' 


Sponsored by fKiddy fOTir^ 



very weu tof' us. uut 
AJlaD'S O.K. He was able 


Starks said. .“Asr^nsi 


|S) ■ 

1 

CINEMA TEL634144 A 

, PHILADELPHIA j 

/'" CINEMA TEL699238 

^ PLAZA ^ 

CINEMA TEL677420 

I CONCOiU> : J 

'' Ammonn Theatre & Cinema \ 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 ^ 

Nabil & Hishani's Theatre 
^ TEL: 625155 

Philadelphia 1 
Bruce Willis ... in 
12 Monkeys 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30, 10:30 

Philadelphia 2 
Tom Cruise ... in 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 1 0:30 / 

Leslie Nelson ... in 

SPY HARD 

(In Dolby stereo) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ”1” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(In Dolby stereo) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15. 10:45 

CONCORD "2” 
DISCLOSURE 
UP CLOSE & personal 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:15, 10:30 

^ J- 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p./n. 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. ^ 

Theatre is closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

For reservation please call 
^ 625155 - 640155 
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Handball competitions kick off 
as JHF halts participation abroad 


By Roufan Nahhas 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan Handball Fed- 
eration (JHF) announced that it will halt 
participation in all competitions abroad 
until the level of the game nears compet- 
itive levels of other regional teams . 

'*We will stop any participation in all 
competitions abroad until we are ready, “ 
president of the Jordan Handball Federa- 
tion Sari Hamdan Friday told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

“We are slowly movihg towards our tar- 
get which is reaching an acceptable 
level where we can seriously compete 
with other teams, “ Dr. Hamdu added. 

As with any game in Jordan, handball 
lacks the financial support . a profession- 
al fiill time coach, more exposure to 
regional and international competitions 
and more importantly — having a formi- 
dable national team ! 

“When all these obstacles are overcome 
we can then work and move the game 
outside Jordan and aim for another tar- 
get," Dr. Hamdan said. 

“International competitions need suffi- 
cient funds to spend on travelling and 
preparations, it is for that reason that 
we're concentrating on the game on the 
national level because it doesn't cost a 
lot,” he added 


In addition to all the obstacles teams 
and the JHF face, there is an urgent need 
to have a full time national team coach. 

“Talks are underway to assign the team 
with a professional fiiil rime coach, “ said 
Dr. Hamdan. 

Meanwhile competition returned to the 
women’s game Friday with the start of 
the 1996 Women’s Handball Giampi- 
onship. 

Although only three teams — AlArabi. 
Al Orthodox! and Kufrsoum — are tak- 
ing part, the resumption of the competi- 
tion is an important step for the game 
after a long absence of the women's com- 
petition because of lack of teams. 

“Those teams have a lot of good play- 
ers like Subad Haddad and Ab^r Obuic^t 
who need to be supported and properly 
(rained to take them to an acceptable 
level of competition,'’ he added. 

Meanwhile the Men's Handball Cham- 
pionship staned WiMnesday with 10 
team.<! taking part. 

Here are the results of the first day of 
the competition 

Salt — Kufrsoum 2S-24 

Hussein — Amman 24-24. 

The Jordan Handball Federation sus- 
pended Hussein's Hani Bani Hani for 2 
years and Amman’s Mu'tasem Akili 5 
matches for unsportsmanlike conduct. 


World Bodybuilding Championship concludes 
with Hungary dominating competition 

Jordan wins team posing award; Hasanein fails to qualify 



Date draws Seles for openers 
in her final tournament 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 50th 
World Bodybuilding 
Championships concluded 
here Friday with Hungary 
dominating the heavy- 
weight class and quali^- 
ing to the Mr. Olympia 
championship. 

Jeno Kiss, who had fin- 
ished second in last year's 
competition, won the 
over. 90 kilogramme cate- 
goiy and then clinched 
another trophy after 
defeating all other five 
finali.sts to qualify for the 
Mr. Olympia compeunon. 

Hungary also came in 
third in the best national 
team competition behind 
first place finishers Ger- 
many and second placed 
Egypt 

Jordanian competitors 
failed to reach the Hnal six 
in each of the six weight 
classes. However the 
Kingdom's team received 
the award for team posing 
after overcoming Spain 
and South Korea. 


The only Arab winner 
was Egypt's Anwar Imawi 
who won first place in the 
65 kilogramme category. 

South Korea’s Dong Ki 
Han won first place in the 
70kg. Turkey’s Ertugrul in 
the 75kg, Ukraine's Oleg 
!^ur in the SOkg and Ger- 
many's Thomas Scheu in 
the 90kg. 

Most improved competi- 
tor award went to 
Ukraine's Oleg Zhur. 

Minister of Youth 
Mohammad Duoudieh 
deputised for His Majesty 
King Hussein at Friday's 
official opening and clos- 
ing ceremonies. He then 
handed the championship 
flag to the hosts of the 
ne.xt World Champi- 
onship. the Czech Repub- 
lic. 

President of the Jordan- 
ian Bodybuilding Federa- 
tion Abdul Mun'em 
Abutouq expressed his 
federation's happiness at 
hosting this championship 
which brought together a 
record number of 78 par- 
ticipating countries. 


“We are proud to have 
hosted the championship 
and we are pleased that 
international federation 
officials are very satisfied 
with all the aspects of 
organisation," Abutouq 
told the Jordan Tmes. 

While holding the first 
World Championship was 
a landmark event in Jor- 
danian sports, fans were 
disappointed when 

Mustafa Hasanein. a third 
place finisher in die 1994 
championship, did not 
make it to the final six in 
his category. 

Teammates Akram 
Salem and Ibrahim Srour 
qualified among the top 
15 in Thursday's prelimi- 
nary round but also failed 
to reach the final six. 

Fifty international 
Judges took part in the 
long process of narrowing 
down the 179 competiiora 
down to the final thirty six 
in the six weight cate- 
gories of bantamweight, 
(65 kilogrammes), li^t- 
weight (70 kg), welter- 
weight (75kgK mid- 


dleweight (80 kg), light 
heavyweight (90 kg), and 
heavyweight (over 90 kg). 

Drug testing results took 
place prior to the prelimi- 
nary round and the results 
were sent to the laborato- 
ries of the International 
Olympic Committee in 
Spain. 

In case a competitor test- 
ed positive, he will be 
stripped of his medal and 
uill also get a two-year 
suspension. 

llie World Congress of 
the International Federa- 
tion of Bodybuilders also 
concluded its meetings 
here Friday. 

The participating coun- 
tries were: Albania. Alge- 
ria. A^entina, Australia. 
Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Bahamas, Bahian, 

Belarus, Belgium, Brazil, 
Brunei, Bulgaria, Canada. 
China. Clunese Taipei, 
Croatia. Cyprus, Czech 
Republic. Denmark. 
Ecuador. Egypt, Eng- 
land, Finland, France, 
Germany. Greece, Hon- 
duras, Hong Kong, Hun- 




gary, India, Iraq. Ireland, 
Italy. Japan, Kenya, 
Korea, Latvia, Lebanon, 
Libya, Lithuania, Luxem- 
bouig, Macao, Macedo- 
nia. Malta, Mauritius, 
Morocco. Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, 
Pakistan. Palestine. 
Papua New Guinea, 
Poland, Portugal, Roma- 
nia, Russia, Singapore, 
Slovakia, South Africa, 
Spain. Sri Lanlm, Swe- 
den. Switzerland, Syria, 
Thailand, Turkey, l)AE, 
USA. Uganda. Ukraine, 
Uruguay, Venezuela. Viet- 
nam. Virgin Islands, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia and 
Jordan. 


NEW YORK (R) — Kimiko 
Dale helped conduct the 
draw Thursday for next 
week's season-ending chase 
championships and pulled 
out the name of Monica 
Seles as her first-round 
opponent in what could be 
her career-ending match, 
i The 26-year-oId Date 
announced in September 
' (hat she was retiring from 
, the Corel WTA tour at the 
I end of the season. Drawing 
' the second-seeded Seles in 
(he S2 million tournament 
might mean a short stay in 
her farewell evenu 
"I want to play my best. I 
I don't think about who I’m 
i toing m play. Anyone 
vould be hard," the Mft- 
spoken Japanese, who 
extended Steffi Graf to three 
i^ets in this year's Wimble- 
don semirings, saidthrough 
' an interpreter. ’ " - 
The top-seeded Gra'f will 
. begin her defence of the title 
\ against Karina Habsudova 
' of Slovakia, with Olympic 
champion Lindsay Daven- 
pon seeded to meet her in 
[he quarters before a possi- 


ble clash with longtime rival 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in 
the semiiinais. 

If Seles succeeds in 
defeating Date, she could 
face a fast re-match with 
seventh-seeded Martina 
Hingis of Switzerland, who 
flattened her in the final in 
Oakland last week. 

Sixth-seeded Anke Huber 
of Germany, who battied 
Graf through five scintillat- 
ing sets in last year’s final, 
figures to meet fourth seed 
CoDChita Martinez in the 
other quarter of the bottom 
half of the draw. 

Date is winJess in four 
previous matches against 
Seles, but the Japane^ 'has ' 
thrived in two prior appear- 
ances in the elite, 16-player 
event on the blue carpet at 
Madison Square garden. 

“I've played here last year 
and the year before and 1 
played really well here," 
Date said. I feel comfortable 
playing before the New 
York fans." 

Last year. Date defeated 
Jana Novoma .to reach the 
quarter-finals. As a first- 


time participant in 1994, she 

Gonzalez edges Rodriguez for American League MVP award 

to win a tie-break to upset 


Conchita Martinez in the 
quarters before losing to 
eventual winner Gabriela 
Sabatini in three sets. 

Date, Japan’s greatest 
player, is closing the book 
on a career that has seen her 
become the first Japanese 
woman to play in the semi- 
finals at the French Open 
(1995), the first to reach 
Wimbledon semifinals 
(1996) and the first in 21 
years to appear in the .Aus- 
tralian Open semifinals 

Tuesday. steady 

been set aside ^ Kirhiko 
Date night at the Garden, 
but the Japanese star, who 
has won twice this year, 
does not want to look ahead. 

‘7 have no idea if I'll be 
emotional or not,” she said. 
‘Til try to stay calm as 
usual so 1 can play my best.” 


NEW YORK (R) — Juan 
Gonzalez, who led the 
Texas Rangers to the play- 
ofts for the first time in the 
Franchise's 36-year history, 
was rewarded on Thursday 
with the American 
League's most valuable 
player award in one of the 
tightest votes ever. 

The Puerto Rican out- 
fielder edged 21 -year-old 
Alex Rodriguez, the whiz 
kid shortstop from the Seat- 
tle Mariners, by only three 
pointfijw 290-2S7. >Albert 
Bc^^f tbe-Qeveland Indi- 
ans -was third with 228 
points. 

It was the closest vote 
since 1960 when Roger 
Maris also won by three 
points, beating out New 
York Yankees teammate 
Mickey Mantle 225-222. In 
1947, Joe Dimaggio of the 


Yankees edged Ted 
Williams of the Boston Red 
Sox by a single point, 202- 
201 . 

Gonzalez became just the 
second Puerto Rican to win 
the A.L. MVP, joining 
reliever Willie Hernandez, 
who won with the Detroit 
Tigers in 1984. 

“This is a great honour for 
me," Gonzalez told the 
Rangers from his home in 
Vega Baja. Puerto Rico. 
“This aw;^ is for my team- 
-mates, the greaL fans of the 
■ DoUas-fbrt worth. Metrb- 
plex and the people of Puer- 


to Rico." 

The 27-year-old Gon^ez 
got 1 1 first-place votes and 
Rodriguez received 10 
from die panel of members 
of the Baseball Writers 
Association of America, 
comprised of two writers 
from each A.L. City. 

Belle finished with a pair 
of first-place votes, while 
Rodriguez's teammate Ken 
Griffey Jr finished fourth 
with 188 points and four 
first-place votes. The 
itfmaining fim-plape vote 
vVent to Te:^ catcher Ivan 
Rodriguez, 'Who was lOih 


overall. 

Gonzalez, the first out- 
fielder to win the award 
since Oakland's Rickey 
Henderson in 1990, hit .314 
with 47 home runs and 144 
runs batted in in leading the 
Rangers to the Western 
Division title. 

The two-time homer 
champion, a brilliant bats- 
man who has been plagued 
by injuries at times 
throughout his career, had 
his b»t season in 1996 to 
.help the Rangers hold off 
the chaiging Mariners. He 
is the second ranger to win 


the award, after Jeff Bur- 
roughs in 1974. 

Rodriguez would have 
been the youngest player 
and first mariner to win the 
MVP. 

The New York-born 
Miami resident claimed the 
batting title with a .358 
average and unlike most 
shortstops also hit for 
power, leading the Majors 
ixith 379 total bases in his 
first full season. He had 36 
homers .{(fid, 123 rbi. a 
Major Lea^e-best 54 dou- 
bles and ;a,.lpague-leading 
141 runs scored. 


I\inisia’s Etoile seek 
2nd African Cup title 




JOHANNESBURG (R) 
— Tunisia's Etoile Sahel 
ure counting on their 100 
percent home record to 
give them iJie edge in 
Sunday's first leg of the 
Confederation of African 
Football (CAP) Cup 
Hnal against Kawkab 
Marrakesh of Morocco. 
Sahel are seeking to 
become the first team to 
win the tournament 
twice, after their success 
liLSt year, and will be 
Hoping to set up a com- 
fonable lead in the first 
leg in Sousse. 

The Tunisian club, who 
l^ast several interna- 
tionals in their starring 
line-up and are coached 
by Brazilian Pablo 
l^uhim, have won all 
tbeir home games in the 
last two years of the 
competition and have 
^massed 19 goals in 
^ght matches. 

This year the Tunisians 
have been helped by 
seven goals in the com- 
petition firom Samir Rah- 
®ane and five from the 
•^citing young talent of 
Ben Younes. 

But their preparations 
w the final were hit by 
absence of several 
jey players on World 
duty with the 
ranisian national team' 
last. week. 

Baht's Riadh Jelassi 
the last-minute 
'^^er.that gave Tunisia 
5 1-0 away win over 
Ltoeria last Sunday. 

. Kawkab will be play- 
[S? in tileir first African 
'.final and have 


enjoyed a relatively easy 
passage through the 
competition. 

After a first-round 
walkover they beat 
teams from Congo, 
reunion and Kenya on 
their way to the final. 

Tbe second leg will be 
played in Marrakesh on 
Dec. 1. 


j Furnished Apartment For Rent 

iAre you looking for a 3-bedroom apartment 
completely & nicely furnished with telephone & 
parking for rent ??? If you are : Then call us to 
show you this beautiful apartment located in a 
quiet neighbourhood between 4th & 5th Circles. 
Please call owner 674286 

FULLY FURNISHED 
apartment FOR RENT 

Ground floor 3-bedroom apartment. 
Fully furnished, located off Madina Al 
Mounawara Str., behind Chen's 
Chinese Restaurant. 

For information piease call: 
864852 


The RJ Traveler^ 
Dream Car Draw 




On The Occasion of His Majesty King Hussein 's Birthday 
& Under the Patronage of Her Miyesty Queen Noor 

The SOS Children's Village Association of Jordan 

& 

The Austrian Embassy 
in cooperation with 
Freddy for Music 

Presents 

Hie Austrian “ High - Strang String Ensemble “ 

& 

Mis. Coppavina (Opera) Oksana Musleh (Piano) 
b a Concert of Viennese Music & The best Waltzes of 

Robert Stolz 

On Monday, November 18th, 1996 at 8.00 p.m. 

At the Royal Cultural Center 

Your Attendance Sifppoits SOS ChUdren in Jordan 

— tickets are available AT: 

. SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGES OFFICES - SHMEISAN! - TEL. 66S724 

- FREDDY FOR MUSIC - m. 692696 & 701888 

- AL AHUA ABELA SUPERSTORE - TEL 688471 

- ROYAL CULUTURAL CENTER -TEL 669026 


jL torn November 20 onwards, fly Royal Joidanian and win, tax-fiee, 
a 1 997 Toyota Corona or free trips aboard RJ. (2beck in at the Giy Tenninal-1 , 7th Circle. 
Your RJ boarding pass entitles you to buy a rafile ticket ForonlyJDlO, . 
get a chance to win these prizes: 

First Prize : 1997 Toyota Corona, tax-free 
Second Prize: Amman-New Yoik roundtrip ticket 
Third Prize :Amman-Bangkok roundtrip ticket 
Fourth Prize : Amman-Vienna roundtrip ticket 
Fifth Prize : Amman-Colombo roundtrip ticket 

The total number of tickets are limited. 

So youH have a greater chance to wiiL 

For more infoimatioo, contact telq}hoDe numbers 856855 or 856865. 

ROYAIJORDANIAN 
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Israeli ruling to allow 
‘physical force’ under 


fire from investigator 


GENEVA (Agencies) — A 
leading member of the U.N. 
anti-torture body on Friday 
criticised an Israeli court 
decision allowing police to 
use physical force against a 
Palestinian detainee, saying 
it risked sanctioning torture. 

Israel's high court on 
Thursday overturned an 
interim court order forbid- 
ding the Shin Bet secret 
police from using physical 
force against a Palestinian 
detainee. 

.A court spokesman said 
the move allowed the secu- 
rity services to use the nec- 
essary force to get the infor- 
mation they needed to 
advance an investigation. 

Israeli media reports said 
the detainee was a member 
of the militant Islamic Jihad 
group and had information 
about attacks planned 
against Israeli targets. 

Peter Bums, a Canadian 
professor who is a seiuor 
member of the U.N. Human 
Rights body's torture com- 
mittee and its rapporteur for 
Israel, said the decision 
could mean the sanctioning 
of torture against detainees. 

'it is very disappointing 
that the Israeli supreme 
court would legitimise the 
use of ex'en moderate physi- 
cal force in interrogating 
suspected tenrorists." Mr. 
Bums lold Reuters. 

“It is particularly disap- 
pointing that such a ci- 


vilised society as Israel sh- 
ould feel the need to resort 
to such measures even in 
the face of imminent dan- 
ger.” he added. 

“We do not see how. in the 
middle of an investigation, 
an interrogator can ensure 
that moderate physical pres- 
sure does not become tor- 
ture,” Mr. Bums said. 

*'liiere is a real risk in 
every interrogation where 
moderate physical pressure 
is used, it could slip into 
conduct which amounts to 
torture especially if they 
have a suspected terrorist 
and they are convinced he 
has information on an im- 
pending major anack.” 

A 19S7 Israeli commis- 
.sion mied the Shin Bet 
could use “moderate physi- 
cal pressure” in interroga- 
tions and “increased physi- 
cal pressure” when an 
attack was imminent. Hum- 
an rights groups have said 
the commission's report sa- 
nctioned torture. 

Israel has been on high 
alert for a possible Islamic 
Jihad suicide attack to mark 
the armiversary of the assas- 
sination of the group's le- 
ader. Fathi Shiqaqi, in Malta 
last year. Shiqaqi's killers 
were' never caught but 
Palestinians blame Israel. 

Islamic Jihad has claimed 
responsibility for suicide 
attacks in Israel which left 
scores of people dead. 


In its ruling on Thursday 
Israel's supreme court said 
it had been convinced that 
the prisoner. Mohammad 
Adel Aziz Hamdan. held 
crucial information which 
would enable future disas- 
ters to be avoided. 

The court said Hamdan *s 
interrogators should not use 
methods that were against 
the law. but imposed no par- 
ticular restrictions other- 


wise. 

The head of Shin Bet's 
interrogation cell said that 
given information obtained 
over the last 24 hours 
Hamdan could have “vital” 
facts on a planned attack in 
Israel. 

According to the official, 
whose name was kept 
secret. Hamdan has been in 
preventive custody for the 
last six >K’eeks and it was 
only on Oct. 24 that the 
security agents suspected 
him of involvement in 
preparing attacks. 

Shin Bet asked the court 
to annul an order it issued 
die day before, at the pris- 
oner's request prev'enting 
its interrogators from se- 
verely shaidng him or using 
other means. 

The Israeli supreme court 
last week prev'ented Shin 
Bet from using the height- 
ened imerrogaiion methods 
against another Palestinian 
after that prisoner appealed. 


Izetbegovic agrees to dismiss top 
officials under pressure from U.S. 


SARAJEVO (R) — 

Bosnia's president bowed to 
U.S. prassuie on Friday and 
agre^ to fire two senior 
defence ofTidals, including 
one with strong ties to Iran, 
clearing the way for deliv- 
eiy of a massive shipment 
of American aims, a U.S. 
envoy said. 

“President (Alija) 

Izetbegovic informed us 
and gave us the documents 
which would remove 
Deputy Minister Hasan 
Cengic and Minister 
Vladimir Soljic from 
office,” U.S. special envoy 
James Pardew told Reuters 
in Sarajevo on Friday. 

“The documents must be 
signed by (Muslim-Croat) 
federation President Kr- 
esimirZiibak before they go 
into effect. We have asked 
for an immediate meeting 
with Mr. Zubak to complete 
the process." Mr. Pardew 
said. 

The United States is spon- 
soring a S400 million “train 
and equip" programme in 
Bosnia which is intended to 
bring the country's fledg- 
ling Muslim-Croat federa- 
tion army up to military par- 
ity with separate Bosnian 
Serb armed forces. 

A cargo vessel wjth SlOO 
million worth of military 
equipment bound for 
Bosnia has been idling in 


the Adriatic, waiting for 
Sarajevo to remove Mr. 
Cengic, since Oct. 24. 

Meanwhile President Bill 
Clinton said be had agreed 
in principle to contributing 
U.S. troops to an extended 
peacekeeping force in 
Bosnia. 

“1 have decided to 
instruct the U.S. represen- 
tative to NATO to inform 
our allies that in principle 
the U.S. will take part in the 
follow-on force in Bosnia.” 
Mr. Clinton told a press 
conference in Washington. 

North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation's (NATO) 
governing body, the North 
Atlantic Council, is to ham- 
mer out plans Monday for a 
follow-on force for keeping 
the peace in Bosnia for 
another year. 

The plan most likely to be 
adopted calls for a NATO- 
led force of between 
20.000 and 30.000 to 
replace the 50.000-strong 
Peace Implemeatation 
Force (IFOR) when its man- 
date ends Dec. 20. 
Meanwhile, the trial by a 
.Bosnian Sert> tribunal of 
Mr. Izetbegovic for alleged 
involvement in war crimes 
will open on Dec. 24. offi- 
cials said in Pale Friday. 

Mr. Izetbegovic was 
indicted of “war crimes 
against the civilian popula- 


tion" on Sept, 1 1 by prose- 
cutors in Banja Luka, the 
largest town in the Serb 
entity in Bosnia. 

The char^ sheet was 
banded over to IFOR peace- 
keepers in Pale along with 
a request to bring the 
accused to the trial, said 
Goran Neskovic. deputy 
justice minister in the Serb 
republic. 

Mr. Izetbegovic is accu.sed 
of having ordered the sys- 
tematic persecution and 
killing of Serbs in his 
capocit}' as commander-in- 
chief of the Bosnian army. 

Earlier this year the head 
of Bosnia's collegiate presi- 
dency was also accused of 
visiting a camp in southern 
Bosnia where hundreds of 
Serbs were detained. 

The Celebici camp was 
allegedly run by Zdravo 
Mucic. who has been 
indicted on charges of war 
crimes by the International 
Criminal Tribunal for for- 
mer Yugoslavia in the 
Hague. 

TTie Bosnian Serbs' war 


enmes commis.sion sus- 
pects that some 30 Serbs 
died in the camp and have 
accused .Vlr. Izetbegovic of 
bearing “objectise re.spon- 
sibility" for war crimes 
allece'dlv committed at the 


camp. 



CRASH VICTIM; Social workers and hospital staff load a victim killed by the Nov. 12 mid-air collision of a 
Boeing 747 and a cai^o plane onto a truck to transport the body from the northern Indian town of Charkhi 
Dadri to New Delhi on Friday. Indian searchers probed tiae scatterd debris of the world's wx>rst mid-air disas- 
ter for 51 people still nu.<>smg on Friday (Reuters photo) 


Peres says 
Arabs and 


Israel must 


work jointly 


MADISON. New Jersey I AP) 
— Arab countries and Israel 
must turn awuy from aggres- 
sion and wxvk togciher lo solve 
more pressing problems in the 
Middle East former Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimrm Peres 
stud in a speech at Drew 
Uni versin'. 

“Whal we need to do in the 
Middle East is lo take r>ut the 
desert fiom the iund. the still 
horn the water and the vio- 
lence from the people and then 
we bhall ha\e a difTcrem 
future." Mr. Penss said 
Wednesday' at the New Jersey 
schod. 

Fostering economic dcs with 
Arab countries and helping 
them create jobs is more 
important for u lasting peace 
than political agrcemcnis. he 
sajd“Polit)Cs i.s a matrer for 
poiilicians. Economies is u 
matter for the people.” he said. 

Mr. Peres said the Middle 
East should wciric lo follou' the 
model of many Asian naiioas. 
which have experienced cxplo- 
.si\e economic erowth in reccnl 


years. 

Mr. Peres praised Secretary' 
of State Warren ChrislophCT 
for his contribulinas to Middle 
East negotiations oikI said Mr. 
Christopher, who announced 
his resignation last week, 
would he tnissed. 

“He is a %ery hotrourahle 
person trusted by all sides, has 
shown decency and reliubiliiy 
under s'ciy telling condiiioas. 
and w'c regret his departure 
from his ptjsl.” Mr. IVres said. 

Dunng his speech he a'tlcct- 
ed iltc difiiculiics ol the past 

year, in which Phnw Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin was as.sassirui- 
ed, Israel was wracked by* 
br.*nibings and Mr. Peres Itist 
his bid to retain the ofTicc of 
prime minister to conscrsaiis'c 
leader Bcnyamin Netanyahu. 

“You have to fight for what 
you believr in. and if you lose, 
vou lose." he .said. 


Iraqi paper slams Ekeus; U.N. report 


says human rights abuses continuing 


t.AGHD.AD (Agencies) — 
m Iraqi newspaper on 
'riday attacked United N- 
tions chief arms Lnspeclor 
lolf Ekeus. saying he was 
,ot neutral in his dealings 
>‘ith Iraq. 

The paper of the ruling 
laath Pany Al Thawra also 
ccused Mr. Ekeus. head of 
le U.N. Special 

'ommission (UNSCOM) in 
horge of scrapping 

lagbdad's weapons of mass 
estruciion. of not telling the 
'uih in saying that Iraq had 
ot disclosed all its weapons. 
“We would like to remind 
1r. Ekeus that the mission 
ssigned to him by the 
United Nations is radier 
xrhnical and not political. 
Therefore, if he adds po- 
tical aspect to it then he is 
ot neutral ...," the paper 
aid in a front-page editorial 
igned by its ^lor-in-chief 
ami Mehdi. 


Al Thawra was reacting to 
a news report in Al Ittihad 
newspaper of the United 
Arab Emirates which said 
Mr. Ekeus was planning to 
tour Gulf Arab states this 
month to seek funds and 
inform them of the results of 
his work in Iraq. 

The paper also criticised 
Mr. Ekeus' recent remarks 
that he would try a new tack 
with Iraqi political leaders 
next month in an effort to 
press Iiuq to disclose infor- 
mation on unaccounted for 
Iraqi ballistic missiles. 

“...But whal take.s our 
attention most is when he 
says Iraq is still concealing 
data and that he reached a 
new approach or tack that it 
would make his next talks in 
Baghdad ‘decisive.” 

“Mr. Ekeas U mistaken 
and he is not telling the truth 
when he says Iraq is deliber- 
ately hiding data,” the paper 


said. 

‘Hiunaii rights abuses* 
Arbitrary arrests, torture, 
and all manner of human 
rights abuses ore stilt com- 
mon in Iraq, according to a 
U.N. human rights special 
report released Thurs^y. 

The report, prepared by the 
Netherlands' Max Vanr Stoel 
for the annual U.N. General 
Assembly >e5sion. conclud- 
ed that “there has been no 
improvement in the situation 
of human rights" in Iraq. 

The special report de- 
scribed how several decrees 
that punish some common- 
law violations with amputa- 
tion are still in force, in vio- 
lation of international norms. 

.Artd “the geographic dis- 
parities between the pace of 
reconstruction and availabil- 
ity of rations and other basic 
needs favours the central 
part of the country and clear- 
ly disfavours the south." 


according to the report. 

“Beyond this basic geo- 
graphic disparity also re- 
main the dear preferences 
granted to specific strata of 
society in the p,iv of the 
eovcmmcDt" of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Ruling “Baalh Party cMie. 
the military in general and 
some divisions in particu- 
lar” have benefined from Pr- 
e.sidcnt SodiLiin's 

fastturitism. 

According to Van dcr 
Stoel. the humunitariun situ- 
uiion in northern inu] wiv 
rsened si^jficanlly in the 
wake of President Sadtktm's 
troop deployment tu the 
urea in .August. 

Thet.'.N. rcpim on human 
rights stid fighting in north- 
ern IitU] caused CMcasivc 
damage lo the area and inter- 
rupted the work of intema- 
lional humanitarian oigani- 
saiions. 


PUK and KDP agree to continue 
to respect truce; U.S. gives $llm 


Status of Erbil and sharing of oil trade revenues 
key issues that need to be addressed in long term 


ANK.ARA (AFP) — 'iwo 
rival Iraqi Kurdish factions 
in northern Iraq pledged to 
respect their Oct. 23 cease- 
fire at the end of U.S.-bro- 
kered peace talks here 
Friday. 

“All purlicipams con- 
firmed their commitment to 
strengthening and making 
permanent the ceasefire 
between the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) and the 
KUrdisian Democratic Party 
(KDP)." U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert 
Pelletrcuu said. 

“Efforts to Jenuilvate the 
ccusenrc line and deploy a 
peace monitoring force will 
be further expedited.” he 
.said after a second round of 
Ankara taJk.s. 

“Continuation of the 
'ceasefire is iniporlunt and 
there are no violulions." 
said the PLiK'.s representa- 
tive in Ankara. Shu/ad Saib. 
KDP nfrieials also said Uie 
truce was being respected. 

“The KDP ;uid the PUK 
reiterated their commitment 
not to seek the intervention 
of any other forces which 
could aggravate ihcir con- 
flict or raise lenslnns.” said 
a statement jointly prepared 
by Mr. Pellcircaii and n 
Tiirki.sh diplomat cnchair- 
ing the talks. 

This was a clear reference 
to Iran and Iraq. Baghdad 
forces supported the KDP 
in an August military cunt- 
paign and the KDP has 
accused the PUK of aveiv- 
ing Iranian aid. 

In a rei.iled development. 
Mr. Pelletrenu said the 
United Stales would urgent- 
ly grant SlI million for aid 
In (he people of nurthern 
Iraq. 


He said most of the aid. 
$7.3 million, would be used 
to buy wheat, with ti\e rest 
for the improvement of 
drinking water and sanitary 
conditions. The aid would 
be distributed by U.N. 
usencie.s. 

“The KDP and the PUK 
renewed their commitment 
not to disrupt civilian ser- 
vices for political reasons,” 
Mr. Pcilctreau said, in refer- 
ence to water and electricity 
supplies. 

“As the ceasefire is con- 
solidated. the participants 
will continue, to meet peri- 
odically U) augment their 
mutual cooperation in order 
to produce a new stability in 
the region for the benefit of 
all of its inhubitants.” he 
added. 

Fighting raged in northern 
Iraq in late August ss the 
KDP of Mussud Barzani, 
bucked by Baghdad force.s. 
captured the Iraqi Kurd 
“capitar of Erbi! from Jalul 
Talahani's PUK. 

Linder U.S. pressure alter 
two mnnih.s of clashes, the 
two Kurdish groups 
declared a ceasefire on Oct. 
2.3 and pledged lo seek a 
peaceful seUiement (o their 
dispute in a first round of 
Ankara tiJk.s on Oct. 31. 

In addition to the two 
Kurdish groups, the United 
Slates and Turkey, Britain 
and Iraqi Turcomans have 
also ullcndcd the Ankara 
lulks. 

Iraq's first Deputy Prime 
Minisier Tareq Aziz, vi.sit- 
ing the Turkish capital on 
Tuesday, protested against 
llie IJ.S.-hrnkcrcd peace 
talks for northern Iraq and 
urged (he KDP and the 
PUK (o accept Baghdad's 


mediation. 

The two groups have been 
controlling the north in 
defiance of Baghdad since 
the end of the 199! Gulf 
war. But a conflict over 
power-sharing and tax rev- 
enue erupted in 1994 and 
some 2.500 people have 
since been killed. 

The status of Erbil and the 
sharing of KDP oil trade 
revenues on the Turkish 
border are the key issues 
which need to be resolved 
in the longer term, media- 
tors said. 

Disputes over tho.se two 
key issues effectively killed 
a Kurdish attempt at parlia- 
mentary self-rule in north- 
ern Iraq after Western-spon- 
sored elections in the resion 
in 1992. 


'Dirkish troops kill 85 
rebel Kurds 


Turkish troops have ki- 
lled 85 separatist Ku-ndi$h 
rebels in recent fighting in 
southeast Turkey. the 
Anatolia news agency said 
Friday. 

It said 62 members of the 
outlawed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) were killed in 
a single clash near the Iraqi 
border in Hakkari 


province. 

Twenty-three rebel Kurds 
were killed in several other 
clo.shcs in the southeast, 
scene of a PKK insurgency 
in the last 12 years. 

Anatolia said only one 
government troop was 
killed. It did not give dates 
for the clashes, saying only 
(hat they took place recent- 
Iv. 


Clinton delaying most cabinet 


appointments until next year 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Despite efforts lo renew his 
adininisiralion as quickly as 
possible U..S. President Bill 
Clinton will postpone most 

of his cabinet apptiintinents 

until Junuarv. the White 
House said. 

”We started off. I think, a 
little iw fast paced." Withe 
House Press Secretary 
Michael MeCuny' admitted 
Thursday, referring In the 
quick appointment of a new 
While House chicf-of-slaff 
last week. 

“That may have led to 
inlliiicd expectations." he 
said. 

The poM-eiceiion periiHl, 
lie added, would he taken up 
with consultation.s ;ind a 
vetting process of candi- 
dates to most cabinet posts. 

“During the month of 
December, we'll he doing 
(hat type of work ... and I 
expect lhal wilt then lead to 
.... annoiinccmenls ... right 
.xboiit the beginning of the 
year or early in the new 
>car.“ he added. 


‘The inauguration date is 
Jan. 20th. And clearly, we 
warn to be in a position to 
pre.scni names to the .Senate 
so that wc will have a team 
ivuitly to go on that day.'* 
Mr McCurry said. 

He hinted, however, that 
appointments for a new 
naiionu! security team — 
including .secretaries of 
stale and defence — could 
come before ycar'.s end. 

“In that area (Clinton's) 
thinking is much more high- 
ly advanced and wc do have 
identified candidates and he 
has done interviews," Mr. 
McCurry said. 

Mr. Clinton wu.s widely 
e.xpccted to appoint a 
rcplaccnteni for outgoing 
Sccrcliiry of State Warren 
Christopher before he 
loaves Friday on an 1 1 -day 
lour of Asia, but Mr. 
McCurry snggo.stcd that 
was highly unlikely. 

“I don't necessarily rule 
out that he might have a 
eabinei announcement 
before he goc,s. But ... I am 


not going to guoramcc that,” 
the White House 
spokesman .said. 

In choosing a new cabineL 
Mr. Clinton is also facing 
pressure from a coalition of 
60 women's groups who 
want a fair shot at compet- 
ing for cabinet posts and 
other high-level positions, 
.saying female voters were 
iastnimental in getting Mr. 
Clinton reelected. 

‘Thnnigh all the specula- 
tion of cabinet-level 
changes ... very few women 
have ever been mentioned.” 
Anita Perez Ferguson, head 
of the Coalition for 
Women's Appointments and 
president of the National 
W’bmcn's Political Caucus 
told the WiLShington Post. 

Members of the coalition 
met Monday with Vice 
President Al Gore to discuss 
(he role women would play 
■" Mr. Clinton's second 


in 


term in office, tlie daily said 
Friday. 
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Boozing, smoking 
costlier in Ecuador 


■>-TL'( E?na. 


QUITO (AFP) ^ 
Smoking and drinking will 
get you nowhere fast, 5ay& 
Ecuador's President 
Abdala Bucaram, so he’s 
come up with a plan ,to cut 
consumption: A staggering 
1 . 000 -per cent import tax 
on liquor and smokes 
“Yesterday I issued a 
decree locking a 1,(XX) per 
cent tax on liquors and a 
l.(XX)-per cent tax on ciga- 
rettes so that it will cost 
anyone who wants to buy a 
bottle of whisky a million 
sucres (about S300),** the 
non-smoking, teetotalling. 
Mr. Bucaram told 
reporters. “Drinks are dan- 
gerous and the Ecuadorean 
has got to realise that 
boozing and smoking leads 
only to self-destruction.” 
Mr. Bucaram said. 
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Rushdie parties 
\n’th his guards 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
British writer Salman 
Rushdie partied well into 
the night with seven body- 
guards in tow after belated- 
ly getting a European liter- 
ary prize, the manager of a 
Copenhagen theatre-cafe 
said. “He was in a good 
mood, very open and 
relaxed,” said Johnny 
Gehlsen of the cafe 
Promenaden. which was 
packed out by revellers 
ta.sting the first Christmas 
beer of the season. Defying 
the Iranian assassination 
order imposed on him in 
1989. Mr. Rushdie .sat at a 
window table with Dani.sh 
friends and mingled with 
fellow patrons for two and 
a half hours. 
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Who ate what 
at food summit 


kas member 


ROME . (R) r- 
Representatives of the 
world's two food super- 
powers answered the ques- 
tion tormenting the assem- 
bled media at a food sum- 
mit on Thursday — what 
were leaders earing after a 
day debating global 
hunger? The answer, in (he 
case of U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Dan Glickmao 
and European Union farm 
chief Franz Fischler who 
dined together at a Rome 
hotel on Thur^ay night, 
was a four-course menu of 
fish and pa.sta washed d- 
own with Sauvignon. t 


Bed while \^ nrkmg 


Charles has birthday 
currv with lover 
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Mffilii; V.JS workinc on 
Jfi l»rae!i mili- 
said M.iham- 
AlKmeil. .U. J nientber 
IManiic Rebi^j^-nce 

'■'ilicni iHama-.;. was 
'i<"pie«;esb\ ihe exp!.-,. 
* n the hack M)' his 
in Kabjiica m the 
\\e.r Ban!., 
•"“n'^ii^ transterred to 
' piijl in Jenin, where 
^“Jeclared dead 

accu.ses 

OH of 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Prince Charles celebrated 
his 4SUi birthday by host- 
ing a champagne and cuny 
party with his long-time 
love Camilla Poricer owle.s. 
tabloid new.spapers report- 
ed on Friday. recently 
divorced heir to the throne 
threw the party at his coun- 
try mansion on Thursday 
after returning firom a nine- 
day official enp to Central 
Asia. The tabloid.s reported 
that Oscar winning actress 
Emma Thompson joined 
40 other friencte for the ori- 
ental (heme evening (hat 
was crowned by a Indian 
•sitar pcrfonnance ftom 76- 
ycar-oid Ravi Shankar. 
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Chinese confronts 
Kaifu with 

broken recorder . 


BEIJING l.AP) — The del- 
egate from China's coal 
belt had a trick>' question 
for former Japane.se Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaiftr 
Can you help fix my San>|^i> 
tape recorder? Waving his 
broken recorder in the air. 
Zhang Chonghui said he 
bought the machine to 
record speeches at the con- 
ference where Mr. Kailu 
spoke Wedne.sday, but had- 
n't been able to use it. “M>' 
question to Mr. Kaifu 
Would you please say 
's-ords to the Sanyo compa- 
ny? I would Hire to has^ 
personal compen.stuion,’* 
Mr. Zhang, acoal mining 
administration director igr. 
northern China and a sell ' 
proclaimed admirer of 
Japanese appliances, said 
to laughter from the audi- 
ence. 
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